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Iran, Iraq
to create 3
free

Zones

Tehran Times Economic Desk
TEHRAN — The secretary
of Iran-lraq Economic De-
velopment Affairs (IIEDA)
headquarters announced
that Iran and Iraq have
come to terms on estab-
lishing three free trade
zones in border regions.

According to IRINN, Has-
san Danaiefar said that the
move is aimed at increasing
two-way trade to around $4
billion per annum.

The sides’ trade value
stood at about $2.8 billion
in the past Iranian calendar
year (March 2007- March
2008), said the lranian offi-
cial.

He added that the free
zones will be founded in the
three Iraqgi regions of Al Kut,
Al Emara, and Suleimanieh.

Danaeifar and the lIraqi
Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maleki on Thursday held

talks in Baghdad on ways to
expand economic ties espe-
cially in the fields of fuel and
energy, IRNA reported.

Danaeifar said the Islamic
Republic of Iran is prepared
to satisfy the lIragi market
demands.

Asian stocks snap 3-day losing
streak; commodities shares gain

TOKYO (Bloomberg) — Asian stocks
climbed for the first time in four days, led
by commodity-related and financial com-
panies, as metals prices rose and specu-
lation Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc. will
find a buyer eased concern of bank fail-
ures.

BHP Billiton Ltd. added 4.4 percent after
copper and zinc advanced. Mitsubishi UFJ
Financial Group Inc. gained 4.3 percent as
Lehman entered talks with buyers including
Bank of America Corp., according to the Wall
Street Journal.

The MSCI Asia Pacific Index added 0.9
percent to 115.93 as of 3:42 p.m. in Tokyo,
poised to end a three-day, 5.3 percent drop.
The measure is set to lose 0.8 percent this
week after Lehman’s record quarterly loss
pushed global write-downs and credit loss-
es from the collapse in the U.S. mortgage
market to $511 billion. The benchmark had
surged earlier this week after the U.S. gov-
ernment's seizure of Fannie Mae and Fred-
die Mac.

“With Fannie and Freddie behind us, the
lingering problem was Lehman, but the talk
it may be bought by Bank of America sug-
gests that we’re headed for a solution,” said
Chu Moon Sung, who oversees $10 billion
as head of overseas investment at Shinhan
BNP Paribas Investment Trust Management
Co. in Seoul. “Today is a bit of a technical
rebound, helped by the feeling that the worst
may be past.”

Japan’s Nikkei 225 Stock Average gained
0.9 percent to 12,214.76. Mitsui & Co., which
generates more than half its profit from com-
modities trading, rallied 5.5 percent after
volatility on a benchmark gauge of raw-ma-
terial prices rose to the highest since 1973,
a signal that declines may be over.

Commodities rally

Most benchmark indexes advanced. Vi-
etnam’s VN Index plunged 4.2 percent, the
region’s largest retreat. Indonesia’s Jakarta
Composite index lost 4 percent led by PT
Astra International, the nation’s biggest auto
retailer, after the rupiah fell as much as 1
percent against the dollar and triggered con-
cern inflation will quicken and prompt the
central bank to raise interest rates.

U.S. stocks rose on Thursday, with the Stand-
ard & Poor’s 500 Index advancing 1.4 percent to
1,249.05 as bank shares staged a comeback on
news of Lehman'’s potential sale. S&P 500 futures
were 0.2 percent lower.

BHP, the world’s biggest mining company,
added 4.4 percent to A$36 in Sydney. Mitsui

advanced 5.5 percent to 1,617 yen in Tokyo.
A measure of six metals traded on the Lon-
don Metal Exchange on Thursday advanced
1.1 percent, with zinc climbing 2.5 percent
and copper 1.3 percent.

The weekly historical volatility for the Re-
uters/Jefferies CRB Index of 19 raw materi-
als rose to 27 percent yesterday, on a 10-
week basis. The only other time the volatility
measure has risen above 25 percent was in
August 1973. After peaking at 32 on Sept.
7, 1973, it began a four-week decline of 12
percent and headed for a three-month low in
November of that year.

Mitsubishi UFJ, Japan’s biggest bank, ral-
lied 4.3 percent to 858 yen. Woori Finance
Holdings Co., which has the most U.S. mort-
gage-related investments among South Ko-
rean banks, gained 5.9 percent to 15,150
won.

Sumitomo Mitsui Financial Group Inc., Ja-
pan’s second-largest bank by market value,
advanced 5.5 percent to 686,000 yen. Mac-
quarie Group Ltd., Australia’s biggest securi-
ties firm, rose 4.8 percent to A$44.01.

Hanjin, Anhui Conch

Hanjin Shipping Co., the largest South Ko-
rean shipping line, advanced 7.4 percent to
27,500 won. Qantas Airways Ltd., Australia’s
biggest airline, gained 3.5 percent to A$3.54.
Crude oil fell 1.7 percent to $100.87 a barrel
on Thursday in New York, the lowest since
March 24. Oil has dropped by a third from a
record on July 11 as high prices and slowing
global economic growth cut demand.

Cement makers that do business in China
declined on concern property demand will
slump, hurting profits. Anhui Conch Cement
Co., China’s biggest maker of the construc-
tion material, fell 1.4 percent to HK$29.10 in
Hong Kong, the fourth day of losses.

Matsushita to launch
world’s smallest SLR

camera
TOKYO (Reuters) — Japan’s Mat-
sushita said it would launch the
world’s smallest digital single-lens
reflex (SLR) camera, targeting fe-
male users who want a high-per-
formance machine that does not
weigh too much.

SLR cameras, high-end models
with interchangeable lenses, are the
fastest growing and most lucrative
segment of the digital camera market.
But some compact camera users are
reluctant to move up to SLR models
because they are bulkier and heavier.

Matsushita Electric Industrial Co.
Ltd., which changes its name to Pana-
sonic on Oct. 1, offers the Lumix brand
digital cameras.

Its new Lumix model, DMC-G1, is
27 percent smaller than its existing
DMC-L10 SLR camera, and weighs
385 grams.

The new machine will go on sale
in Japan on Oct. 31. Matsushita it
expected a package of the cam-
era body and a lens unit to sell for
90,000 yen ($839.5).

Overseas launches are scheduled
for late October and early November.

Matsushita was the world's seventh-
largest digital camera maker with a 7.1
percent share in 2007, according to data
from research firm IDC. In the digital SLR
camera market, which is dominated by
Canon Inc. and Nikon Corp., its share
stood at 0.5 percent last year.

National Conference on “Iran’s Housing Policies”

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Development intends to hold the national conference titled “Evaluating housing policies in the light of

Call for Papers

Sept. 22-Oct. 21, 2008 — Tehran

the fifth development plan” concurrent with the housing week in Mehr calendar month (Sept. 22-Oct. 21, 2008).

Topics:

1- Supportive policies for housing low-income strata

* Specifications of houses suitable for the low-income (structural, economic, social, and cultural)

« Evaluating the official housing market and its effect on housing for the low-income
* Evaluating the urban planning towards housing for the low-income

* The low-income strata and unofficial housing in Iran

* Role of supportive and benevolent entities in housing for the low-income

* Reviewing the housing subsidy policy and its effect on housing for the low-income
* Analytical comparison of housing for the low-income in Iran and in the world

* Analyzing the system for housing the low-income and suggesting a comprehensive system

« Strategies and solutions for housing the low-income (leasing, Mehr housing plan,...)

2- Reviewing housing and architectural regulations and national urban development

laws

* Appraising the mutual effects of housing reorganization and urban development plans
* Adopting the Mehr housing plan locations with the approved urban development plans

 Mutual effects of urban development and housing plans

* Introducing successful examples in observing urban development and housing regulations in executed

projects

* Role of insurance in improving quality of houses
* National housing laws (deficits and approaches)
* Reviewing the role of control and supervision on improving quality of houses

« Direct payment of subsidies and its role on execution of the article 19 of the national housing law

* Role of the government, municipalities, and monetary system in renovation of old and shaky parts of cities
« Efficient solutions for funding for renovation of old and shaky parts of cities

4- Rural housing

» Environment protection and sustained rural housing development

» Approaches to suitable rural development in Iran
« Status of rural housing in development plans

* Role of NGOs in rural housing

* Modern technologies in rural housing

 Rural housing and economy of villagers

 Qualitative and quantitative improvement of rural housing
« Status of technical systems in rural housing quality

» Renovation, management and execution of rural housing plans

» Reconstruction of rural regions after natural disasters
» Renovation and cooperation

5- Modern technologies in housing industry

* Hurdles on the way of housing in Iran and indigenizing approaches

» The system for selecting suitable housing technologies
» Modern technologies capacities in optimizing the housing process

» Modern technologies and architectural requirements

» Mass construction, social and cultural beliefs, economic problems, and sustainable market

* Legal requirements of mass construction

All academicians and interested individuals are invited to send their articles and suggestions to the secretariat

 Coordination of modern technologies with traditional methods of housing

3- Old houses and shaky residences

« Evaluating the renovation of old buildings and shaky residences in line with urban development policies in the
first to the fourth development plans

* Analyzing the status quo of houses in old parts of cities

* Analyzing the non-structural aspects (economic, cultural, social, managerial, and environmental) of renovating
the old and shaky buildings

* Introducing the housing capacities in old parts of cities and the role of renovating the old buildings in housing
* Suggesting suitable approaches for the optimum use of housing capacities in old parts of cities

 Challenges and opportunities facing renovation of old and shaky parts of cities

» Requirements and supports necessary for renovation of old and shaky parts of cities

of the conference at the 5th floor, the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development, North Tak Street, Attar Street,
Up Vanak Square — Postal Code 19945-313 or email to b-eghtesadmaskan@maskan-sakhteman.ir.

Deadline for sending abstracts of articles: August 31, 2008
Deadline for sending full articles: September 20, 2008

The ministry of Housing and Urban Development
The Housing and Construction Department
The Housing Economy and Planning Bureau





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


