Afzali
appointed
WSBI board
of directors’
member

Tehran Times Economic Desk
TEHRAN — Mahmoud Afzali
the Managing Director of Post
Bank Iran has been appointed
as one of the members of World
Savings Banks Institute (WSBI)
board of directors.

Founded in 1924 in Milan
WSBI is the global representa-
tive of savings and retail bank-
ing.

WSBI represents savings
and retail banks or associa-
tions thereof in 92 countries.

The organization works
closely with international finan-
cial institutions and represents
its members’ interest at an in-
ternational level.

WSBI also provides techni-
cal consultancy in partnership
with multilateral agencies and
offers training to its mem-
bers.

The World Savings Banks
Institute is an international
banking association.

It currently gathers 109
members in 92 countries
throughout the world, compris-
ing approximately 7,000 sav-
ings and retail banks.

These institutions operate
some 209,000 branches &
outlets and employ around 2.5
million people.

At the start of 2006, to-
tal assets of WSBI members
amounted to €.8,081 billion.

China, Italy to finance Iran refinery

project

A top Iranian energy official says talks are under way
with some Chinese and ltalian firms to finance the con-
struction of a refinery in southwestern Iran. ...

Crude oil risks pullback to $60 next

week: technical analysis

SINGAPORE (Bloomberg) — Crude oil needs to rise
above $73 a barrel by next week or face a pullback to-

ward $60, Schork Group Inc. said. ...

http://www.tehrantimes.com/economy

Tehran Times Economic Desk
TEHRAN — Trade between Iran and
the U.S. amounted to $173 million in
the first six months of 2009 showing
a 38 percent increase compared to
the same period the year before.

Fars news agency quoted the U.S.
Census Bureau stating that in the first
half of this year there has been a 115
percent increase in U.S. exports to
Iran. In the first half of 2008 over $65
million worth of goods was exported
to Iran. This figure has reached $140
million in the same period of 2009.

Analysts believe that the economic
crisis and the decrease in demand
for American products has forced ex-
porters to explore new markets and
prompted the U.S. government to be
lenient toward firms exporting prod-
ucts to countries such as Iran.

Meanwhile the U.S. has imported
$33 million from Iran in the first half
of 2009 showing a 45 percent de-
crease in comparison to the same
period in the previous year.

This trade took place despite
U.S. sanctions against Iran.

“Start and Improve Your Business”
course introduced

Tehran Times Economic Desk
TEHRAN — The Labor and Social Security Institute of Iran has set up a Start
and Improve Your Business (SIYB) course, said the director of the institute here

on Saturday.

Mohammad-Reza Sepehri told ISNA news agency that the course is being
held under the supervision of the International Labor Organization.

Similar courses are currently being held in 90 countries and 150,000 peo-
ple are taking part in them. 400 institutes around the world are holding these
courses and 3,500 tutors have been trained to teach them.

He pointed out that this course is not only for individuals who want to start a
business, but also for businesses that want to improve their performance.
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Berkshire reports Becton Dickinson

stake, ups J&J

NEW YORK (Reuters) — Billionaire Warren Buffett's
Berkshire Hathaway Inc (BRKa.N) (BRKb.N) reported

on Friday a new 1.2 million share ...
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ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING

INTERNATIONAL TENDER NO:

Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) intends to Purchase
80Mbps bandwidth in Standard KU Band for internet use as per the
technical description attached to tender documents
Interested participants may refer to purchasing (KALA) dept 4™ floor of
IRIB Administration Complex, Jame Jam St. Vali-Assr Ave, Tehran, within
office hours (8 a.m.- 4 p.m.) & submit receipt of the amount of RLS 200000
deposited to the account number: 65107384 with bank Tejarat Parkway
branch in the name of IRIB, along with authorized letter of representation
& collect the tender documents by 4 p.m. on August 23", 2009.

The amount of bid bound is EUROS 12000 and the date of opening the
envelopes A&B is on September 26™, 2009 at 15 p.m. in the office of Vice
President (Administration and Financial Dept.)

For more information please see: http://www.iriboffice.com/tenders

Purchasing (KALA) Department, IRIB

Foreword,

When it comes to rose and
rosewater, the cities in which rose
cultivation and rose water extrac-
tion are practiced will be in the
spotlight. For example, the aroma
of roses makes Meymand city in
Fars province proverbial among
all in the season of harvesting this
flower.

To get more acquainted with Mey-
mand, an interview has been conduct-
ed with Khosro Rahimi, the mayor of
this city, which comes as follows.

Meymand lies 100 kilometers south
of Shiraz. It covers an area of 16,500
square meters and has the population
of 12,000. The city is surrounded by two
wooded highlands of Zagros mountain
range. Meymand is surrounded by
Sepidar Mountain in north, Padena
Mountain in south, Qalat Mountain
in wets and Kharman Mountain in
east. The history of city dates back to
2000 years ago. There is a castle in a
channel in Meymand Mountain which
belongs to Sassanain era, there are
also some historical edifices belong
to Safavieh, Zandieh, Qajarieh and
other eras which indicate that this city
has experienced a fluctuating history.
There are totally 22 historical edifices
in the region, of which 7 edifices have
been registered. The city has been the
homeland of some scholars such as
Ahli Shirazi, Khajeh Alireza and Khajeh
Shamseddin Hassan.

Of the products of Meymand it could
be referred to the willow essence, syc-

amore essence, licorice essence, al-
falfa essence, rose water, eglantine es-
sence, mint essence, cowslip essence,
savory essence, fennel essence, vin-
egar, pomegranate paste and juice of
the unripe grape.

History of rosewater producing in

Meymand:

According to the available docu-
ments, Meymand has been a center
of producing rosewater and plant es-
sences since many years ago and itis
also said that the name of Meymand
is derived from “mey” which means
wine and “mand” which means plenty.
Ibne Balkhi has referred to rosewater
as the main product of Meymand
which has been exported to India. It
is said that the rose has been a plant
indigenous to Pars area mainly to
Zargan of Fars. The plant has been
then spread in other parts of Iran and
is currently cultivated in areas such
as Meymand, Qamsar of Kashan, Es-
tahban, some parts of Kerman, Khoy,
and Lay Zangan of Darab.

In terms of rosewater producing in
Meymand, according to the documents,
such task dates back to Hakhamaneshi-
an era, because Fars has been their
main homeland. At the same time of pro-
ducing rosewater and plant essences in
Meymand, some traditional glassblowing
factories were established in this city to
make glass containers for rosewater pro-
ducing workshops. The containers have
been made from silica and distributed to
the market under the names of Baghali,
Cop, Abdolhamid Khani, Qorabeh and

Kolook. Today, rosewater is
| producing either in traditional
or industrial way in Meymand.
The produced rosewater is
pasteurized and distributed in
hygienic packages. There are
60 traditional rosewater pro-
ducing units and 6 industrial
factories in Meymand at the
present which have created
some 500 jobs in the area.

Rose harvest time

Rose is usually har-
vested in May, while the
harvest time is affected

Meymand mayor, Rahimi:

60% of Meymand Rosewater IS EXportet 9% «» s9Lo y945 H1 7,1 4 waowo W 3 o 49 7+

by the weather condi-
tion, in such a way that
it is a little later in the
cold years and sooner
in the warm years.
Rosewater production
amount

About 95% of the
picked roses are used
for rosewater production
and the most part of this
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product is produced in
the industrial factories.
Some 9000 tons of rosewater is aver-
agely produced in Meymand per year
of which 40% is domestically used and
60% is exported mainly to Persian Gulf
countries.
Other plant essences produced in
Meymand

Meymand could be considered as
the greenhouse of Fars province where
many healing essences are produced
in. In addition to rosewater, some 30
other plant essences are produced in
this city such as essences of eglantine,
cowslip, chicory, fennel, dill, oregano,
hawthorn, willow, sycamore, pepper-
mint, yarrow, walnut, chamomile, alfal-
fa, raspberry, basil, caraway, as well as
juice of lemon and unripe grape.

Cultural heritage in Meymand

1- Public mosque

2- Esmael holy shrine

3- Old bath

4- Tal Castle

5- Old caravansary

6- House of Haj Mozaffari

7- Shah Hassan Ghias holy shrine

Recreational and tourism sites
1- Atashgah Channel: 10 kilometers
east of Meymand
2- Seyyed Hassan holy shrine: center
of the city
3- Seyyed Saleh holy shrine: Imam
Ali Street in west Meymand
4- Sarcheshmeh: next to Gaz Square,
entrance of city
5- Two-brothers holy shrine: 4 kilom-
eters east of Meymand
6- Shah Ataollah holy shrine: Gank
village
7- Sahra-Berkeh: Sahra Sefid village
8- Sepidar Mountain: North Meymand
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