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Fire at Kazakhstan
health clinic kills 38

ALMATY (Reuters) — A fire at
a clinic for drug addicts in the
southeastern Kazakh city of
Taldykorgan killed 38 people on
Sunday morning, the Central
Asian state’s government said.

The Emergency Ministry
said in a statement that workers
evacuated and rescued another
40 people. The cause of the fire
was unknown.

“The fire was localized by
6:31 A.M. (local time),” the min-
istry said.

The facility is one of many
state-run healthcare institutions
offering treatment and coun-
seling to drug addicts in the
former Soviet republic which
lies on the main drug trafficking
route from Afghanistan to West-
ern Europe.

Australia intercepts
boat with 65

asylum seekers

SYDNEY (AFP) — The Aus-
tralian navy has intercepted a
suspected people-smuggling
boat carrying 65 asylum seek-
ers, officials said, the second
such vessel stopped in 24
hours off the country’s north-
west coast.

The HMAS Maitland inter-
cepted the boat on Saturday
night about three nautical miles
from Ashmore Island, Home Af-
fairs Minister Brendan O’Connor
said.

Earlier Saturday, the same
navy patrol boat stopped an-
other vessel with 83 asylum
seekers about 80 nautical miles
south of the island, an uninhab-
ited Australian territory in the In-
dian Ocean.
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Residents of Mogadishu gathered around the bodies of people killed in a shelling.

MOGADISHU (AP) — Mortar shells
slammed into Somalia’s capital, kill-
ing three civilians and at least 12
men at a home for disabled veter-
ans, an official said Saturday. Nearly
a dozen other former soldiers were
wounded in the attack.

Islamic insurgents fired mortar
shells Friday night toward Mogad-
ishu’'s port, but the explosives
landed in residential areas, includ-
ing a home for former army officers
paralyzed or missing limbs from the
country’s 1977 war with Ethiopia,
according to a government spokes-
man, Sheik Abdirisag Qeylow.

Sheik Qeylow gave the toll of
those killed and wounded.

Mohamed Abdi, 50, said he had
moved to the home for veterans after
a bullet left him paralyzed in 1977.

He said he was sitting in a wheel-
chair in the home on Friday night
about 30 feet away from his friends
when a mortar exploded and smoke
and dust covered them all.

“I saw my friends on the ground,
with blood scattered everywhere like
slaughtered goats,” he said.

Somalia has been ravaged by
violence and anarchy since warlords
overthrew Mohamed Siad Barre in
1991 and then turned on one another.

A moderate Islamist was elected
president in January with hopes that
he could unite the country’s feuding
factions, but the violence has con-

tinued unabated.

The government, which is sup-
ported by African Union peace-
keepers, holds only a few blocks of
Mogadishu.

A powerful Islamic insurgent group
called Al Shabab, which has foreign
fighters in its ranks, operates openly
in the capital and seeks to overthrow
the weak government and impose a
strict form of Islam in Somalia.

Mogadishu experiences violence
nearly every day, with both sides of
the conflict accused of indiscrimi-
nate shelling.

The residence for the war veter-
ans is near the port, which is one of
the areas here in the capital control-
led by the government and the Afri-
can Union peacekeepers.

“It is horrific and inhumane to shell
civilian areas,” said the Somali human
rights activist Ali Sheik Fadhaa.

Many experts fear the country’s
lawlessness could provide a haven for
Al Qaeda, offering a place for terrorists
to train and gather strength — much
like Afghanistan did in the 1990s.

The United States accuses Al
Shabab of having ties to Al Qaeda’s
terrorist network, which Al Shabab
denies.

Somalia’s lawlessness also has
allowed piracy to flourish off its
coast, making the vital Gulf of Aden
one of the most dangerous water-
ways in the world.

http://www.tehrantimes.com/international
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Hojjatoleslam Forouzannejad:
Namaz Is a Pillar of Islam and Symbol of Religion

The head of the headquarters for the promotion
of prayers in Hormozgan province emphasized on
the high status of prayers (Namaz) in Islam, say-
ing it is a pillar of Islam and the symbol of the
religion.

Hojjatoleslam Forouzannejad, who is also the
governor general’s advisor, made the remarks in a
meeting which was held on a call for papers for the
18th Namaz national conference.

He referred to performing prayers as an obli-
gation upon every Muslim. Performing prayers in
congregation will disappoint enemies of Islam, he
said.

Families should promote the culture of prayer
performing. Schools should also encourage stu-
dents to perform their prayers.

The head of the headquarters for the promo-
tion of prayers in Hormozgan province said all of
us should leave our regular professions and go to
perform prayers when the call for prayers (Azan)
sounds.

He said the 18th Namaz national conference is
an opportunity for the promotion of Namaz in the
society.

The Namaz conference is held regularly each
year and this is the only issue for which officials
of different responsibilities are convened, because
Namaz is a pillar of Islam and the symbol of the re-
ligion.

Three decades after the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, the status of mosques is yet to be ap-
preciated and the youth are not acquainted with the
blessings of mosques, so the 18th Namaz national
conference will be held under the topic of “Namaz,
mosques, and the youth”.

Call for papers has been published for the confer-
ence, he noted.

The first topic of the conference is the cultur-
al management of mosques which will discuss
the ways for encouraging the youth to attend in
mosques and the evaluation of related officials,
running current affairs of mosques in coopera-
tion with the youth, mosques and the youth; op-
portunities and challenges, cooperation between
mosques and universities, and pathology of at-
tending the youth in mosques.

The second topic of the conference will discuss

the role of cultural and social entities in attracting
the youth towards mosques, the role of parents in
directing the youth to performing prayers, the role
of education department and the role of radio and
TV programs for encouraging the youth to attend
cultural and religious programs in mosques, the
role of NGOs in encouraging the youth to attend in
mosques.

The third topic is the role
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of internal and external fac-
tors to attract the youth to
mosques and congrega-
tional prayers, studying the
role of human relations as
a factor to absorb the youth
to mosques, and the role
of architectural features of
mosques in attracting the
youth.

Papers should be sent by
October 12 to the secretariat
of the conference at No. 7,
Felestin Sq., Tehran.

Top authors will be intro- |
duced in Mid-November via
the website of the confer-
ence at www.salat.ir.

The headquarters has 14
cultural and educational plans 7
in hand, seven cultural and
seven educational, including
book reading competition,
writing essays on Namaz,
and holding sessions with the
theme of Namaz with students
and university students, hold-
ing educational workshops for
families, kindergarten trainers,
Friday prayer leaders, young
authors, villagers, and pro-
moters.

For the first time, the head-
quarters will give an account \

The Namaz conference is held regularly each
year and this is the only issue for which officials
of different responsibilities are convened,
because Namaz is a pillar of Islam and the
symbol of the religion.
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of the performance of admin-

istrative bodies related to performing prayers in
departments and will introduce exemplary depart-
ments.
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