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Japan denies
friction with U.S.

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s
center-left government on Mon-
day denied U.S. ties were being
strained by a row over an Ameri-
can airbase, amid confusion over
whether its foreign minister will
travel to Washington this week.

The U.S. State Department on
Saturday said Japanese Foreign
Minister Katsuya Okada would
meet U.S. Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton on Friday, but within
hours dropped mention of the
meeting from Clinton’s schedule.

In Japan, media reports sug-
gested Okada was still seeking
a meeting late this week, ahead
of a Tokyo visit next week by U.S.
President Barack Obama, but
that he was busy with parliamen-
tary duties on Friday.

Asked about the confusion,
Japan’s top government spokes-
man Hirofumi Hirano told report-
ers on Monday: “It's not that ties
between Japan and the United
States are strained, it’s just an ad-
ministrative matter.”

“At this point, nothing has been
decided regarding such a trip,” he
added.

The new government took
power in Japan in mid-September
vowing less subservient ties with
the U.S. after decades of con-
servative rule in Japan.

Prime Minister Yukio Hatoya-
ma confirmed on Monday in par-
liament that his government would
scrap in January a naval refueling
mission supporting the U.S.-led
campaign in Afghanistan.

His government has also prom-
ised to review a 2006 bilateral
agreement on the roughly 47,000
U.S. troops based in Japan -- in-
cluding the scheduled move of a
U.S. airbase on Okinawa island
from an urban area to a coastal
region by 2014.

Many Okinawans oppose the
American presence and want the
controversial U.S. Marine Corps
Futenma Air Base closed and
moved off the island, rather than
having it relocated to the coastal
Camp Schwab site as previously
agreed.

U.S. government and military
officials have stressed that Wash-
ington is in no mood to reopen
talks on a deal that was years in
the making.

Hatoyama has said the is-
sue is unlikely to be resolved
before Obama’s November
12-13 visit, while his ministers
have floated sometimes con-
tradictory ideas about how to
resolve the issue.

On Okinawa, where Hatoya-
ma’s left-leaning coalition part-
ners made strong gains in recent
elections, positions have also
been hardening about the long-
festering question of where U.S.
forces should be based.
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By David E. Sanger

WASHINGTON (New York Times)
— With the White House’s reluctant
embrace on Sunday of Hamid Karzai
as the winner of Afghanistan’s suddenly
moot presidential runoff, President
Obama now faces a new complication:
enabling a badly tarnished partner to
regain enough legitimacy to help the
United States find the way out of an
eight-year-old war.

It will not be easy. As the evidence
mounted in late summer that Mr. Kar-
zai’s forces had sought to win re-elec-
tion through widespread fraud to defeat
his main challenger, Abdullah Abdullah,
administration officials made no secret
of their disgust. How do you consider
sending tens of thousands of additional
American troops, they asked in meet-
ings in the White House, to prop up an
Afghan government regarded as illegiti-
mate by many of its own people?

The answer was supposed to be a
runoff election. Now, administration of-
ficials argue that Mr. Karzai will have to
regain that legitimacy by changing the
way he governs, at a moment when
he is politically weaker than at any time
since 2001.

“We're going to know in the next
three to six months whether he’s do-
ing anything differently — whether he
can seriously address the corruption,
whether he can raise an army that ul-
timately can take over from us and that
doesn't lose troops as fast as we train
them,” one of Mr. Obama’s senior aides
said. He insisted on anonymity because
of the confidentiality surrounding the
Obama administration’s own debate on
a new strategy, and the request by Gen.
Stanley A. McChrystal, the American
military commander in Afghanistan, for
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Abdullah Abdullah was at times emotional on Sunday in announcing in Kabul that he was dropping out of a runoff.

upward of 44,000 more troops.

“Needless to say,” the senior aide
added, “this is not where we wanted to
be after nine months.”

That is a huge understatement.

In the early days of Mr. Obama’s
presidency, he and his aides searched
desperately for a plausible alternative to
Mr. Karzai. They found none. Since the
spring, there has been little doubt that
Mr. Karzai would remain in the presi-
dential palace after the election was
over. The question was whether that
vote would demonstrate that a desolate
nation that has always been at the mer-
cy of larger powers would show it could
find its own way.

Mr. Obama’s decision last March
to add 21,000 troops was justified in
part by the need to assure a relatively
peaceful, fair election. The idea was to

bolster Mr. Karzai’s credibility so that his
authority would reach beyond Kabul,
the capital.

Here in the United States, Mr.
Obama began scaling back American
ambitions. With the advice of his de-
fense secretary, Robert M. Gates, he
dropped the Bush-era talk of turning Af-
ghanistan into a Western-style democ-
racy. He carefully avoided the word “vic-
tory,” which Mr. Bush had used so often.
He narrowed the United States’ military
objectives to destroying Al Qaeda —
which is thought to be based largely in
Pakistan — while simply subverting the
Taliban’s ability to once again take over
the country.

“All we need to do is degrade the
Taliban enough for the Afghan Army to
be able to deal with them,” one of Mr.
Obama’s top national security aides

.
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said recently.

James Dobbins, who tried to for-
mulate an Afghan approach for the
Bush administration — and wrote of his
frustrations as attention turned to Iraq
— told Congress earlier this year that
the objective should be to “ensure that
fewer innocent Afghans are killed next
year than this year.”

“In a counterinsurgency campaign,”
he said, “this is the difference between
winning and losing.”

But even Mr. Obama’s most limited
goals require a legitimate government in
Kabul, one with the authority to manage
the army and to rebuild an incompetent
and corrupt police force. It also needs the
ability to install competent governors and
spend Western aid effectively.

Before the election was effectively
ended with Mr. Abdullah’s withdrawal

from the Nov. 7 runoff, Mr. Obama
asked his national security aides and
the State Department to come up with
an agenda they could press on Mr.
Karzai. It included reaching out to his
political opponents, cleaning out the
worst of his governors and ministers,
and announcing a major new push on
corruption. And it included peeling away
— through whatever inducements work
— the least committed of the Taliban, or
at least those with no links to Al Qaeda.

“If this is to be a turning point,” said
Senator John Kerry, the chairman of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
who helped twist Mr. Karzai’'s arm to ac-
cept that he must go along with a runoff,
“we must strengthen the capacity of the
Afghan government and insist that its
leaders embrace lasting reforms.”

The United States has already
spent nearly a quarter-trillion dollars in
Afghanistan, all the while talking about
those lasting reforms. The Bush admin-
istration made periodic efforts to wam
Mr. Karzai that his own family’s reputed
links to corruption threatened his gov-
ernment. It sent mission after mission to
teach good governance, some of which
succeeded and some of which ran into
what former Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice called “the Afghan aller-
gy’ to dictates from foreign occupiers.

For eight years, the United States
and its allies have been struggling to
train an Afghan Army; while it currently
has a force of more than 90,000, Ameri-
can commanders put the number who
can sustain themselves in a fight at
closer to 50,000.

And in the end, that force — an Af-
ghan Army that can be trusted to de-
fend the central government — is Mr.
Obama'’s route out of the country. If that
army emerges as a trusted one in Af-
ghanistan, able to control significant ar-
eas of the country with the cooperation
of the local tribal leaders, Mr. Obama
may be able to declare that the country
cannot again be overrun by militants.
Only then could he pull back from what
he termed over the summer a “war of
necessity.”

McMandela? Protecting

By Alex Perry

CAPE TOWN
(TIME) — Nelson
Mandela was still
in jail when the first
street was named
after him. By the
time he retired as
president of South
Africa, hundreds of
streets, squares and
schools bore his
name, as did many
more pop songs,
books and mov-
ies. Not hard to un-
derstand. After all,
Mandela, who endured 27 years of
incarceration under apartheid only to
emerge with forgiveness for his rac-
ist jailers and become an icon to the
world, is an inspiring figure. But what
about unauthorized books that bear

the brand of a legend

Mandela’s name?
Or charities that use
his name to boost
their profile? What
about, God forbid, a
Mandela Burger?
As his legend
has grown ever
larger, Mandela has
been faced with
all of these situa-
tions. (The Mandela
Burger - 200 grams
of beef, topped with
salad, tomato, ched-
dar cheese, and ac-
companied by fries
and a choice of guacamole, salsa or
jalapenos - costs a whopping $24 at
CafE Mandela in Copenhagen.) In-
creasingly, however, Mandela’s han-
dlers are fighting back.
(Contd. on P.15)

BEFORE THE HONORABLE JUDGE FAMILY COURT AT MYSORE
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Petitioner: - Mr.Uttam Singh

vis

Respondent: - Mrs.Diana Sadat Hosseini

Creativity

67%  invention
of the

following specification:

square inches,

THREE MONTHS!

You are all respectfully
invited to inventor Bijan
kavoussi’s contest, ABCC:
A-Grade Brain Contest of

You are given time up
to 1/1/2011 to win the
share |
SYMPHONY
CALENDAR , if capable
of designing a non- digital device with

AS MR KAVOUSSI HAS ALREADY
SUCCESSFULLY DONE SO IN PAST
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A Gregorian calendar which can [#1]
give you days of the week for 24
centuries , years 1583 to 3983 , [#2]
occupying maximum an area of 40
square centimeters almost equal to 6

MORE INFO: +98 21 88975351 or
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Respondent Mrs. Diana Sadat Hosseini W/O Mr. Uttam Singh residing at No-34,
Saman Street(South) Narmak, Tehran, IRAN is hereby notified that, the Petitioner
Mr. Uttam Singh s/o Late. Mr.Tara Singh residing at No-844 “Gurukrupa” Vijay Nagar
8™ Main, M.G.Koppal Post, Mysore-17 has filed the above petition against you seeking
Divorce under section 10 of The Indian Divorce Act. You are hereby notified that the
above case has been posted on 15/12/09 for your personal appearance. On that day you
should appear before the Honorable Court at 11.a.m either personally or through Lawyer,

failing which the matter will be decided by placing you Ex-Parte.
Advocate for petitioner

Date: - 30.10.2009.
Place: -Mysore.
By order of the court

word may mean, !

cell phone +98 935 21 935 21

PLUS: He is wonderfully talented to
go through the whole very complicated
procedure, ABSOLUTELY IN MIND
without using the invented device !!!
in just less than 45 seconds 6!

The idea gives meaning to the word
wonder at its most extreme scale the

Came to my mind may never
come to another person’s .
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