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May that prince never govern a kingdom 
Who is not an obedient slave to God. 

Sadi
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P r a y e r  T i m e sT o m o r r o w ’ s  w e a t h e r

Tehran Times Culture Desk
TEHRAN — A deviation from the correct 
course in digging the western end of a 
tunnel for the Isfahan Metro near the 
Si-o-Se Pol Bridge is threatening the 
historic Safavid monument.

The tunnel-boring machine (TBM) 
is reported to have deviated from its 
proper route and bumped into a ramp 
and a lower part of the bridge.

Over the past week, many cultural 
heritage enthusiasts and experts have 
protested against possible negligence 
by the tunnel contractor following 
publication of relevant media reports 
about the incident.

Consequently, the Alamut Company, 
in charge of drilling the tunnel for the 
Isfahan Metro project, invited a number 
of reporters to visit the site. However, 
they were escorted to the eastern end 
of the tunnel instead of the western end 
where the incident is reported to have 
occurred.

During the visit, project manager 
Babak Rostami said the route deviation 
was caused by an error in the TBM 
and considered the problem to be a 
mundane, every day issue in tunnel-
boring.

The error occurred because of 

differences in the density of the earth, 
he explained and added, “When a 
TBM drills a tunnel, it may deviate if 
it encounters earth with low and high 
density simultaneously.”

Si-o-se Pol, also known as the 
Allahverdi Khan Bridge, is one of a small 
number of Isfahan’s historical bridges 
spanning the Zayanderud River.

The construction of the bridge began 
in 1602 by order of the Safavid king 
Shah Abbas I.

The Isfahan Metro officials said 
that the historical city’s metro will be 
operational by 2012. Other metro lines 
under construction are threatening 
monuments located on Chahar-Bagh 

Street as well as in Naqsh-e Jahan 
Square, a complex of Safavid-era 
monuments registered on the UNESCO 
World Cultural Heritage List.

In 2001, UNESCO rejected the 
Isfahan Municipality’s request to 
construct tunnels beneath Chahar-Bagh 
Street and Naqsh-e Jahan Square.

Despite rejection by UNESCO and 
opposition by the Isfahan Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts 
Department, the project’s tunnels were 
bored.

Experts believe that vibration caused 
by metro trains passing underneath 
the monuments will cause damage to 
nearby historical sites.

Dutch institute 
holding online exhibit 

of  Iranian cartoonist’s works 
Tehran Times Art Desk

TEHRAN — An online exhibit displaying cartoons 
by the young Iranian artist Payam Purfallah is now 
available on the Dutch website of Parsaban.

Parsaban website 
was established in the 
Netherlands and is a cultural 
institute that reviews art 
and culture of Iran and the 
Middle East.

The Dutch institute 
regularly holds online 
exhibits and later, the artist 

is invited to hold an exhibit in the country, the 
Persian service of ISNA reported.

A selection of 24 works by Purfallah created 
over the past year has been put on display at 
the www.parsaban.nl, and his exhibit is due to be 
arranged in Amsterdam afterwards.

Purfallah was born in 1988 in Isfahan and 
has held several solo exhibits in Isfahan, Tehran 
and Kashan. He is also an active cartoonist in 
newspapers for the past few years.

To date, Purfallah has received several national 
and international awards, among them are prizes 
from the 15th “Olense Kartoenale” contest in 
Belgium in 2003, China LM International Cartoon 
exhibition in 2004, and the 4th “Syria Cartoon” 
international festival in 2008.

Construction of 
cinematic complex 
begins near Tehran

TEHRAN — Construction 
of the Hashtgerd Cinematic 
Complex near Tehran will 
begin on Saturday with an 
inauguration event.

Iranian Deputy Culture 
Minister for Cinematic Affairs 
Javad Shamaqdari will be 
attending the inauguration 
ceremony for phase one of 
the 50-hecter complex.

A research team composed 
of engineers and cinematic 
experts has conducted 
research on the field for three 
years.

Tehran’s Book City to 
review cultural 

commononalities 
of Iran and Spain

TERHAN — Tehran’s 
Book City will review and 
compare cultural and literary 
commonalities of Iran and 
Spain during a session on 
January 12.

Scholars Mirjalaleddin 
Kazzazi, Dariush Pirniakan 
and the Spanish Ambassador 
to Tehran Leopoldo Stampa 
will be attending the event.

The center is located on 
Bokharest St., off Shahid 
Beheshti St.

Iran’s 
Azeri band 
Araz to 
tour Europe

Tehran Times Art Desk
TEHRAN — Iran’s Azeri music 
band Araz by singer and 
conductor Rahim Shahriari is 
to tour Europe in March and 
April.

“The band will give its first 
performance in Istanbul on 
March 16. Thereafter, we will 
head to Köln in Germany. The 
band will continue on to Paris, 
Stockholm and several other 
cities for almost a month.

“The performances will 
contain a selection from 
the album ‘Who Knows’ in 
addition to several famous 
Azeri folklore songs,” he 
remarked.

The band features Okhtay 
Shadi on tar, Afshin Alavi 
on Kamancheh, Hamzeh 
Shahriari on clarinet, 
Peyman Hamidi on piano, 
Mohammad-Hossein Afshari 
on kettledrum and several 
other musicians.Tehran to host 

world literati 
conference in April

Tehran Times Culture Desk
TEHRAN — The Fajr International 
Poetry Festival to hold World and 
Iranian Poet Conference in Tehran 
from April 14 to 19.

“Plans were to hold the festival 
this past August. Then it was 
postponed to late October 2009 
and was to be held concurrently in 
Tehran, Shiraz and Isfahan but that 
too was cancelled. Finally, plans 
are to hold it in April 2010,” Omidi 
who is also the secretary of the 
international section of the festival 
explained.

He previously told ISNA that 
they are trying to set an appropriate 
date for holding the conference 
annually.

Photo
* Parham Taqiof is holding 

a photo exhibit at the Aan 
Gallery.

The showcase will run 
until January 15 at the gallery 
located on No.40 Seoul St. off 
Vanak Sq.

* Photos by Mohammad 
Bahmani and Majid Kalhor 
are currently on display during 
an exhibition at the Chalipa 
Gallery.

The showcase will run 
until January 20 at the gallery 
located on Hafez Ave., between 
Somayyeh and Taleqani 
streets.

International Notice                         

First Announcement

Country: Islamic Republic of Iran

Kashan Water and Wastewater Company has applied 
for financing from the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) 
in the amount of Euros 62 million (Euros sixty two 
million) toward the construction of one new module of 
wastewater treatment plant with the capacity of 20,000 
m3/day, located adjacent to the existing wastewater 
treatment plant and the execution of 330 km of 
wastewater network, and the said financing will become 
effective in a near future.
As part of the proceeds, the Kashan Water and 
Wastewater Company intends to select a qualified 
Consultancy Firm as the Project Management (PMC). 
It would be mentioned that a Consultancy firm will 
supervise the project implementation. 
The consultancy firms from member countries, having 
at least two similar experiences are hereby invited 
to express their interest along with the relevant 
supporting documents and full company profile, latest 
by 2010-02-03 to the following addresses:

1- Kashan Water and Wastewater Company
Contact: Mr. Sadraeiyeh
Address: Corner of Jihad Square, Bahonar Boulevard-  
Kashan, Islamic Republic of Iran
Postal Code: 87148-73651  
Phone: + 98 361 557 0014
Fax:  + 98 361 555 2700
Email:            info@abfakashan.ir
2- National Water and Wastewater Engineering 
Company
Contact: Mrs. Mansoori (Bureau for Procurement 
of Funds and Development of Non-Governmental 
Participation
Address: No, 8 Shahid Abdollah Zadeh Ave, Keshavarz 
Boulevard Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
Phone: + 98 21 8899 3970
Fax:  + 98 21 8899 0190

Interested consultants may obtain further information 
at the above numbers, from 08:00 to 14:00 hours 

(local time), Saturday to Wednesday.

For Expression of Interest in Project Management

آگهى بين المللى
                  (نوبت اول)

جمهوري اسلامي ايران

شركت آب و فاضلاب كاشان اقدامات لازم جهت اخذ وام از بانك توسعه 
اسلامى به مبلغ 62 ميليون يورو به منظور ساخت يك مدول جديد 
تصفيه خانه فاضلاب به ظرفيت 20.000 مترمكعب در روز در مجاورت 
تصفيه خانه فعلى و اجراى 330 كيلومتر شبكه فاضلاب را انجام داده و 

وام مذكور به زودى موثر خواهد شد.
جهت مديريت طرح مذكور، در نظر است تا از خدمات مهندسين مشاور 
حقوقى به عنوان مديريت طرح (PMC) استفاده گردد. شايان ذكر است 

يك شركت مشاور، نظارت بر اجراى پروژه را بر عهده خواهد داشت.
لذا از كليه شركتهاى بين المللى كشورهاي عضو بانك توسعه اسلامي، 
كه حداقل دو كار مشابه انجام داده اند، دعوت مى گردد سوابق كارى خود 
به همراه مشخصات كامل شركت را حداكثر تا تاريخ 1388/11/14 

به آدرس هاى ذيل ارسال نمايند.

1- شركت آب و فاضلاب كاشان
كاشان– ميدان معلم- بلوار باهنر- نبش ميدان جهاد 

كد پستى 73651-87148
(آقاي مهندس ابوالفضل صدرائيه)  

تلفن تماس:                 0098-361-5570014
فاكس:                        0098-361-552700

 info@abfakashan.ir        :پست الكترونيكى
2- شركت مهندسى آب و فاضلاب كشور

تهران- بلوار كشاورز- خيابان برادران عبداله زاده- پلاك 8
(خانم مهندس منصورى- دفتر تجهيز منابع مالي و مشاركت بخش 

غيردولتي)
تلفن تماس:                0098-21-88993970
فاكس:                        0098-21-88990190

مشاورين علاقمند مى توانند جهت كسب اطلاعات بيشتر 
از ساعت 8 تا 14 (به وقت محلى) روزهاى شنبه تا چهار 

شنبه با شماره تلفنهاى فوق تماس حاصل نمايند.

براى اعلام آمادگى جهت مديريت پروژه
 Kashan Water andشركت آب و فاضلاب كاشان

Wastewater Company

Isfahan Metro now 
threatening Si-o-Se Pol Bridge

Palm Springs fest 
spotlights foreign films
LOS ANGELES (Hollywood 
Reporter) — At last year’s Palm 
Springs International Film Festival, 
the Japanese movie “Departures” 
won the audience award before going 
on to take home the foreign-language 
Oscar statuette.

The Mojave Desert event (running 
January 5-18), founded in 1989 
by then-Mayor Sonny Bono, has 
become a screening shop for most 
of the foreign-language Oscar 
hopefuls. During its two-week run, 
in fact, 195 films from 60 countries 
will screen on 15 screens at five 
venues.

With its blend of glitz and star 
power -- an opening-night awards 
gala will honor Helen Mirren 
(“The Last Station”), Jeff Bridges 
(“Crazy Heart”), Morgan Freeman 
(“Invictus”) and Mariah Carey 
(“Precious”), among others -- the 
festival has developed a Cannes-
like glamour.

This year it will also feature 
directors Lee Daniels (“Precious”), 
Kathryn Bigelow (“The Hurt Locker”), 
Rob Marshall (“Nine”) and Tom 
Ford (“A Single Man”), all of whom 
will participate in a Q&A/screening 
series.

Additionally the festival will spotlight 
Australian cinema, screening 10 new 
films including “Beautiful Kate,” the 
directing debut of actress Rachel 
Ward, and the aboriginal-teen love 
story “Samson & Delilah.”


