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export blocked in
S.Korean banks

n his recent reaction to Seoul's

blockage of Iranian assets, Presi-

dent Hassan Rouhani said South
Korea’s seizure of Iranian assets “is
by no means acceptable and we ex-
pect Seoul to lift the restrictions as
soon as possible.”

South Korea’s somber consideration
of this just demand should allow Iran to
buy the basic humanitarian supplies to
fight the Covid-19 pandemic utilizing
these frozen accounts.

The U.S. administration is now
frugally following the step-by-step
brochure on “maximum pressure”
campaign. Certainly, the Iranian nation
is suffering from this economic suffo-
cation. Remember “I can’t breathe”.
This is Trump administration’s true
intention for Iran, by hook or crook
to topple the regime.

The U.S. campaign to use its own
financial regulations to pressure Iran
and other countries with economic ties
with the Islamic Republic, has been a
mix of implicit threats backed by explicit
action. An example at hand is South
Korea, once one of the main buyers of
Iranian crude and one of the key trading
partners of Iran.

When U.S. President Donald Trump
withdrew from the Iran nuclear deal in
May 2018, his administration adopted
anew and more aggressive “maximum
pressure” strategy against Iran and every
country with economic ties with Teh-
ran. Under pressure of threats from the
U.S., many countries stopped buying
Iranian crude.

Initially, the Trump administration
granted six-month waivers to seven
countries importing crude from Iran,
including India and South Korea and
China. The waivers ended in May 2019
and the payments for the Iranian crude
accumulated in the buyers’ banks.

Another example of U.S. sanctions
at hand is India. After sanctions were
lifted under the 2015 nuclear deal, Iran
managed to unlock over $6.4 billion of
oil payments trapped in Indian accounts,
using European banks as a clearing agent,
Bloomberg reported.

Countless Bosnians lost

See page 4

lives as Western powers

failed to act fast: Sarajevo University professor

TEHRAN — Joseph J. Kaminski, an assistant
professor at the International University of Sara-
jevoin Bosniaand Herzegovina, tells the Tehran
times that failure of Western powers and the
United Nations led to loss of “countless lives”
in the Bosnian War.

On the Srebrenica massacre and the disap-
pointing role of the Dutch peacekeepers, Kaminski
notes, “Srebrenica was most certainly the largest
scale and most well-known genocide during the
war in Bosnia. From what | have gathered in
my own visits to the Srebrenica Memorial and
through my interactions with local Bosnians
who lived during the war, the general consensus
seems to be that Dutch troops were more inter-
ested in their own safety rather than the safety
of the local Bosnians who were being targeted.”

The professor says, “lIt wasn't that the Dutch
troops were incompetent fighters; rather it was
that they were unwilling.”

The academic also says Western media out-
lets largely ignore Iran’s help to the Bosnians
during the war.

“Iran’srole in the Bosnian liberation struggle
has been largely ignored by Western media, but
any Bosnian you speak with who lived during
that time is fully aware of the help Iran provided
during the war. Iran was one of the very first
countries to offer direct meaningful assistance to
the Bosnian Muslim cause,” explains Kaminski,
author of “the Contemporary Islamic Governed
State”.

The text of the interview with Kaminski is
as follows:

M Anewinvestigation into the Srebrenica mas-
sacre shows that the British, American and French
governments were prepared to cede UN-protected
safe areas to armed Serb militia during the war
in Bosnia. How do you assess the role of Western
powers in the massacre? Byl

Envoy calls hype against partnership
agreement with China ‘farcical’

TEHRAN —The Iranian Ambassador to
China, Mohammad Keshavarz-Zadeh, said
on Saturday that the hype created againsta
long-term partnership agreement between
Iran and China is “farcical”.

In an interview with IRNA, Kesha-
varz-Zadeh said that the commotion is
guided by certain TV channels based in
the West and countries which do not want
a growing of Iran’s relations with other
countries.

Russiaand China have for the second time
this week blocked a Western-sponsored
UN Security Council (UNSC) resolution
to extend aid deliveries across the border
from Turkey into northwest Syria amid
concerns that the move violates the war-
torn country’s sovereignty.

On Friday, Russiaand China vetoed the
Belgian-German draft resolution, which
would have kept two border crossings from

TEHRAN — “Autumn of Age Fifty”, a
book about Mohammad Jamali, one of
Commander Qassem Soleimani’s comrades
who was martyred in the Syrian war, has
been published in Turkish.

The book has been published by Feta
Publishing in Istanbul under the title of
“Ellinci Payiz”.

“Autumn of Age Fifty” recounts the
memories of Jamali’s wife, Maryam Jamali,

Officials in Tehran have said the 25-year
comprehensive cooperation agreement
between Iran and China has not been
finalized yet.

“Countries like the United States which
has imposed cruel sanctions on us and has
even blocked our money in other countries
such as Japan and South Korea and prevent
us from using it to purchase medicine
and food are making claims which are
farcical,” the ambassador stated.

Russia, China veto Western-backed UNSC
resolution on Syria aid

Turkey - Bab al-Hawa and Bab al-Salam
- open for an additional six months.

It came hours before the expiry of the
UN cross-border delivery mechanism
to Syria, which was set up in 2014 and
renewed ever since, Press TV reported.

Moscow and Beijing argue that the mech-
anismyviolates Syria’s sovereignty and that aid
should be channeled through the government
of President Bashar al-Assad.

“Autumn of Age Fifty” on Commander
Soleimani’s comrade published in Turkish

from her years of marriage to him who
had also fought beside Soleimani during
the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war.

An Arabic translation of the book is
also scheduled to be released by a Leb-
anese publishing house in Beirut in the
near future.

In addition, the book has also been
translated into Azerbaijani and will be
published soon.

Utah governor declares state of emergency
after protests over police shooting

Gov. Gary Herbert of Utah declared a state of
emergency in response to protests in Salt Lake
City that erupted after the authorities said the
fatal police shooting of a 22-year-old man in
May was justified.

The Salt Lake County district attorney, Sim
Gill, announced on Thursday that there would
be no criminal charges against the two Salt Lake
City Police Department officers who shot the
man, Bernardo Palacios-Carbajal, on May 23.

After the announcement, protesters who had
gathered for weeks in front of the district attor-
ney’s office, part of the nationwide movement
against police violence and racism, marched on
500 S, amajor street in the downtown area. The
police said that the protests disrupted traffic and
broke windows, and that officers were sprayed
with pepper spray. The officers tried several
times to disperse the protests, the department

The Salt Lake Tribune reported that some
demonstrators spilled red paint on the road in
front of the district attorney’s office and that
others threw bottles at police officers in riot gear.
Officers pushed protesters to the ground and
hit them with clubs, and a police car rammed
into a protester’s vehicle that was being used as
abarricade, the newspaper reported.

Atleast one officer was injured and at least two
people were arrested, the Police Department said.

The governor’s order, in effect until midnight
on Monday, closed the State Capitol building and
its grounds to everyone except for employees
and officers.

The district attorney’s announcement and the
demonstrations came as the protests around the
country, following the death of George Floyd in
Minneapolis police custody in May, have called
for funding cuts, policy changes and account-

said, NY times reported.

ability for the police.

Coronavirus halves road accident casualties in Iran

TEHRAN — Traffic-related accidents and
mortalities have decreased by 50 percent over
the first three months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-June 20) compared to
the same period last year due to the outbreak of
coronavirus which has slashed travels across
the country.

“Of course, this is not a proper indicator, and
we need to look at the real causes of the country’s
road crashes, but with the onset of the outbreak
the mortality rate of car crashes halved,” said
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Mohammad Esmaeil Motlaq, head of the disaster
risk management department of the Ministry
of Health.

In fact, if the pandemic did not infect the peo-
ple, there would have been an increasing trend
in road crashes and deaths this year, he stated,
IRNA reported.

He went on to say that in the first two
months of this year, 1,973 people lost their
lives in traffic accidents, of whom 1,636 were
men and 337 were women which shows a

FeY Yy ““.’.LAL“‘A““

TN
% l":‘-“v.:.{‘.\"
SONEAL
" AR

A
2
iL:
ket

¢ e >

AP AP PO T D 2t i

RVIVIIVINE

Y WIVIVIVIVD

declining trend of 23.4 percent compared to
the same period last year with a death toll
of 2,575 people.

Also, 35,869 people were injured in traffic
accidents during the aforesaid period, of which
27,291 were men and 8,578 were women, which
was reported 58,377 in the first two months
of last year, thus traffic accidents in the first
two months of this year compared to the same
period last year decreased by 38.6 percent, he
explained.

Abandoned
craft of Sofreh-
bafi revived in
Chaharmahal-

Bakhtiari

TEHRAN — Sofreh-bafi (traditional spread
weaving), a handicraft field that was obsolete,
has been revived in Lordegan, western Chaha-
rmahal-Bakhtiari province.

To revive the handicraft field, some 60 rural
women were trained in this field for free, CHTN
quoted provincial tourism chief Mehrdad Raeisi
as saying on Saturday.

Sofreh-bafi was mostly for self-consumption,
but with the production of similar industrial
goods, this field had been fallen into oblivion,
the official added.

Pentagon claims Iran-
Syria defense deal
won’t stop its efforts to
fight ISIS

TEHRAN — The U.S. military has claimed that it
will continue to fight Daesh (ISIS) terrorist group
despite the new Iran-Syria defense deal which aims to
counter increasing challenges and threats, including
the threat of the terrorist groups which were initially
supported by the U.S. and its allies at the beginning
of the Syrian conflict in 2011 in order to oust Syrian
President Bashar al Assad.

“The mission of U.S. Forces in Syria today re-
mains the same as it was when they first began
operations in 2014: to enable the enduring defeat
of ISIS,” Newsweek on Friday quoted Pentagon
spokesperson Navy Commander Jessica L. Mc-
Nulty as saying.

“U.S. service members will continue to execute
the Defeat ISIS mission in Syria, working in con-
junction with vetted local forces in northeast Syria
and around At Tanf Garrison,” she added.

Her comments come after Major General Mo-
hammad Bagheri, the chief of staff of the Iranian
armed forces, touted the new deal this week that
would strengthen Syria’s air defense systems. The
deal is expected to boost bilateral ties between two
countries united in their fight against ISIS and in
their opposition to unwelcome U.S. intervention
in the region.

“The peoples and countries of the region do not
welcome the American presence, and our strong
responses to American hostilities continue,” Bagheri
said during a Wednesday meeting with Syrian De-
fense Minister Ali Ayoub in Damascus, according
to Lebanese and Syrian media.
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25-year deal with China is a
shrewd, opportune move by
Iran: analyst

(Press TV) — The potential 25-year trade and strategic
cooperation deal with China is a shrewd, opportune, and
necessary move by Iran given the Atlantic world’s betrayal
of the Islamic Republic, an international lawyer and political
analyst says.

Barry Grossman, who is based on the Indonesian island
of Bali, made the remarks in an interview with Press TV on
Friday. Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
reportedly told Parliament last week that Iran and China
were working on a 25-year trade agreement. China has said
it will invest US$400 billion in the Iranian economy.

The U.S. State Department and anti-Iran Farsi media
outlets based outside Iran have denounced the possible deal
between Iran and China that seeks to expand economic and
strategic partnership between the two powers.

The U.S. State Department went on to issue tweets in
Farsi, comparing the potential Iran-China accord to the 1828
Treaty of Turkmenchay which was an agreement between
Persia and the Russian Empire. By the treaty, Persia had to
cede to Russia control of some areas in the South Caucasus.

Iran has rejected the criticism saying is it aimed at ap-
peasing the enemies of the Islamic republic.

“Unfortunately, a destructive line of propaganda has
been initiated and directed from outside Iran against the
expansion of Iran’s relations with neighbors and especially
(with) China and Russia,” Iranian president’s chief of staff,
Mahmoud Vaezi, said on Wednesday.

The senior official, a close aide to President Hassan Rou-
hani, said Iran is seeking to set up a roadmap for its future
strategic ties with China, a move he said was absolutely
normal under the current diplomatic practices.

Gholam-Reza Ansari, the Iranian deputy foreign minister
for economic affairs, said on Friday that it comes as no surprise
to see Western countries expressing concern about Tehran’s
strategic cooperation with Beijing, as they are terrified that
Iran would be linked to China’s global potentialities.

Ansari said some of the criticisms recently raised about
a 25-year strategic cooperation deal between Tehran and
Beijing are “ridiculous”.

Following is the text of Grossman’s interview with Press TV:

As for the trade deal itself personally, I see it as a shrewd
probably even necessary move given the Atlantic world’s
betrayal of Iran, and they’re continuing asymmetric warfare
against Iran.

I just like to say I generally avoid making comments on
Iran’s internal affairs but having been asked I will offer some
thoughts on the matter, and that simply is this:

Look there cannot be any doubt that the unexpected U.S.
withdrawal from the JCPOA and the betrayal of Iran by the
EU position has left Iran in a very difficult position, and in
an economic crisis.

Personally I consider it somewhat foolhardy and coun-
terproductive to assume, as some people seem to that it
was Iran’s commitment to the JCPOA that triggered this
economic crisis or that the situation would have been any
less severe had Iran not come to the table under U.S. and
Atlantic world pressure to negotiate the JCPOA.

So, to suggest that some people are that the Rouhani gov-
ernment’s policies are somehow responsible for the economic
crisis in Iran seems to me to fall, very far, wide off the mark.

As for the trade deal itself personally, I see it as a shrewd
probably even necessary move given the Atlantic world’s
betrayal of Iran, and they’re continuing asymmetric warfare
against Iran.

After all, there can’t be any doubt that in terms of pri-
orities in Iran national security and defense, as well as the
basic economic expectations of Iranians have to come first.

And certainly well before any speculative concerns about
China’s politics and such matters and both of those matters
that is national security, defense on the one hand and the
economic expectations of Iranians on the other are in no
small part connected with a need for hard currency and
that’s of course where this deal comes in since, Iran, unfor-
tunately, is being somewhat effectively shut out from trade
and other markets.

And | certainly see no reason to be critical of a trade deal,
which in any case falls well short of a sort of unqualified
comprehensive alliance with China on all regional issues,
bearing in mind that it seems to be supported by the IRGC,
and by Iran’s ultimate leadership which wisely as always has
so far declined to comment on the matter.

In fact, it seems to me that all things considered is far
better that the Rouhani government should be left to either
take the political benefit of any advantages that flow from
the deal or as the case may be to pay the political price if
those benefits don’t materialize.

As for those who disagree and vehemently criticize this
perspective deal they would I think do very well to rethink
their position given that the pretender-in-exile Reza Pahlavi
has himself strongly expressed the same view in condemning
the prospects of a bilateral Iran-China trade deal.

Having said all of that ultimately the proposed deal can
only be properly assessed based on the fine print of the deal
itself. And of course any steps which are taken and will invar-
iably be taken to make sure that there’s no room for any kind
of corruption to creep into the administration of this deal.

Both of those things I think demand a measure of pa-
tience from would-be critics since after all, Iran is in a very
difficult position, needs to be able to bring its goods and in
particular its own to market, and while the Chinese seem
to drive always a very hard deal. That seems to be the best
prospect on the table at this point in time.
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Parliament prepares plan to stop
Additional Protocol in Iran

TEHRAN — The Iranian
d e s parliament has prepared
aplan to stop the voluntary implementation
of the Additional Protocol to the NPT in
Iran by the International Atomic Energy
Agency, Tasnim reported on Saturday.

“This plan has been prepared in the
format of urgency based on which vol-
untary implementation of the Additional
Protocol will be stopped and the govern-
ment is obliged to observe it,” said Abbas
Moghtadaei, the deputy chairman of the
Parliament National Security and Foreign
Policy Committee.

Moghtadaei said that the plan has been
drawn up in response to the United States
and Europe’s excessive demands.

Iran’s parliament issued a statement
in June strongly condemning an anti-lran
resolution by the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency’s Board of Governors, asking
the government to stop implementing the
Additional Protocol, which allows surprise
inspections of nuclear sites.

“The Islamic Consultative Assembly

strongly condemns resolution of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency’s Board
of Governors which was proposed by three

~. B tasnir

European countries of England, France and
Germany under the pressure of the ruling
regime in the United States and the fake
Zionist regime. It [the parliament] considers

the resolution another example of struc-
tural discrimination by the international
agency,” the statement read.

The statement was signed by 240 MPs.

It called the resolution “excessive de-
mand” despite the fact that Iran has co-
operated with the agency transparently.

“The Islamic Republic has implemented
the Additional Protocol voluntarily and not
based on its safeguards duties. According
toreports of the Agency’s director general,
the Agency has carried out most precise
inspections, including 30 surprise inspec-
tions annually,” the MPs stated.

The 35-member IAEA board passed the
resolution on June 19, demanding access
to two old places they claim nuclear work
may have been done there.

Nine countries out 35 members to the
IAEA board did not vote for the resolution.
China and Russia voted against the resolu-
tion and Thailand, Mongolia, Niger, South
Africa, India, Pakistan and the Republic
of Azerbaijani abstained.

Envoy calls hype against partnershlp agreement with China ‘farcical’

A He added, “Claims about leasing some islands to
the Chinese or deploying Chinese military forces in Iran are
farcical and negative propaganda.”

The diplomat also noted that the U.S. has made any ef-
fort to isolate Iran and cripple its economy and obviously
opposes partnership agreement with China.

Elsewhere, he said that the cooperation plan is a “roadm-
ap” to expand ties and cooperation.

“The roadmap we prepare for relations with China is a
lamp which shows the path. Within the framework of this
agreement, we will not just import commodities; develop-
ment of the country’s infrastructure in land, air and space
areas is included in the 25-year plan,” Iran’s top diplomat
to Beijing stated.

Ambassador added, “All details of the plan have been
studied by experts in various ministries and the Islamic
Consultative Assembly (parliament). It will not be accepted
if any part of it runs contrary to the country’s interests.”

He also said that China has a growing economy and all
countries are interested in expanding relations with China.

Iranian presidential chief of staff Mahmoud Vaezi said
on Wednesday that foreign media outlets have created a
commotion over the draft agreement between Iran and China.

Vaezi said the partnership cooperation is a “conventional
agreement”.

“This document is a conventional document to strengthen
relations between the (two) countries,” he told reporters
after a cabinet meeting.

He noted that speculation has been spread in social
networks claiming “something like leasing Kish or Qeshm
[islands to China]. This [hype] is being supported from
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outside. Our executive bodies are making efforts to make
everything transparent.”

Also, secretariat of the Supreme Council of Iran’s Free
Trade, Industrial, and Special Economic Zones announced
on Wednesday that Iran will not lease any port to China.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas Mousavi said on
Thursday that the 25-year plan for cooperation is “honor-
able”, calling relations “strategic”.

“We have prepared draft of a strategic document with
China and we are holding consultations with the other side
and nothing has been finalized yet. Negotiations about this
document shows that we have strategic ties and this doc-
ument shows a 25-year prospect. There has been a hype
against this issue in social media, however, this document
ishonorable,” Mousavi said in a press conference in Isfahan.

He added that when the talks are finalized, the parliament
should approve the document and there is nothing secretive.

“It is predicted that China will turn into the first eco-
nomic power in the world in near future. We should not
pay attention to elements of the Zionist regime [of Israel]
in the United States and the anti-revolutionary elements,”
the Foreign Ministry spokesman said.

Government spokesman Ali Rabiei said on Tuesday that
Iran has not signed an agreement to lease land or port to China,
noting there is nothing secretive in the cooperation plan.

“There is nothing secretive in this respect. It was dis-
cussed in the latest visit by Foreign Minister [Mohammad
Javad Zarif] to China and was also discussed in a meeting
between Leader of the Islamic Revolution [Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei] with President of China [Xi Jinping]. When any
agreement is reached, it will be announced,” Rabiei said
during a press conference.

He also said, “Division into West and East has no status
in our foreign policy. The Islamic Republic does not limit
itself and is ready to cooperate with all countries. Our only
limitations are the Zionist regime and those who impose
sanctions.”

Rabiei said on June 23 that Iran and China have drafted
a 25-year plan for comprehensive cooperation which proves
failure of the plots to isolate the Islamic Republic.

“This plan proves failure of the United States’ policies
toisolate Iran, sever Iran’s relations with the international
community and also to harm Iran’s will to expand relations
with other countries,” Rabiei said during a press conference.

He said that the plan is based on a win-win approach
which “heralds long term cooperation”.

Hook says U.S. concerned about
‘energized’ Iran-Venezuela tles

By staff and agency
Washington’s Special Representative for

U.S. has gained no benefit by quitting
nuclear deal: ex-British diplomat
TEHRAN — Peter Jen- '

e kins, a former British

Iran Brian Hook said on Friday that the
United States is concerned about growing
relations between Iran and Venezuela.

“Aswelook at the newly energized ties
between Iran and Venezuela in our hem-
isphere we are very concerned about it,”
Hook said during an online briefing at the
Hudson Institute, according to UrduPoint
News.

He added, “We are determined to [en-
sure] that this relationship doesn’t become a
new form of instability in our hemisphere.”

Presidential chief of staff Mahmoud
Vaezi said last week that Iran respects the
Venezuela government and people and wel-
comes expansion of ties and cooperation
with the Latin American country.

“Iran’s political determination is sup-
porting the legal Venezuelan government
and helping the people of this country solve
their problems,” he said during a meeting
with Venezuelan president special envoy
Jorge Marquez.

The special envoy delivered a written
message of Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro to President Hassan Rouhani.

Marquez said that Iran and Venezuela
have very good relations, calling for ex-
pansion of ties.

He also praised Iran’s supports for
Venezuela.

Rouhani has said that Iran and Venezuela
should deepen “strategic” and “friendly” ties.

He made the remarks in a message to
President Maduro on the occasion of the
anniversary of Venezuela’s independence.

“Stressing the necessity of deepening
friendly and strategic relations between
the two countries, I am sure that we will
witness the Venezuelan people’s victory in
overcoming the current problems in near
future,” Rouhani predicted.

ambassador to the International Atomic
Energy Agency, has said that the United
States has gained no benefit by withdraw-
ing from the 2015 nuclear deal, officially
known as the JCPOA.

Jenkins told IRNA in an interview pub-
lished on Saturday that the U.S. lost its
soft power after pullout from the JCPOA.

He also noted that the U.S. may return
to the JCPOA if Trump fails to be reelected
president in the November elections.

The former diplomat added Iran has
gained no economic benefits from the
nuclear deal.

Donald Trump unilaterally quit the nu-
clear deal in May 2018 and introduced the
harshest ever sanctions in history on Iran
as part of his administration’s “maximum
pressure” strategy against Iran.

M ‘U.S. cannot expect extension
of arms embargo on Iran’

Jenkins also said the United States
cannot expect the UN Security Council to
extend arms embargo on Iran within the
framework of UN Security Council Reso-
lution 2231, which endorses the JCPOA.

He noted that China and Russia have
the right to veto the U.S. move.

The Trump administration has also
stepped up calls for the extension of UN
arms embargo on Iran. The administration
has threatened that it may seek to trigger
asnapback of UN sanctions on Iran if its
attempts to extend the arms embargo fail.

Under the JCPOA backed by Resolution
2231, the UN must lift its arms embargo
on Iran five years after the implemen-
tation of the nuclear deal. Despite its
withdrawal from the JCPOA, the U.S.
is pushing for the extension of the arms
embargo, which is scheduled to expire
on October 18.

Arab analyst says Iran-Syria mllltary agreement will change regional regulations

TEHRAN — Abdel Bari Atwan, the
d 5 k editor-in-chief of the Rai al-Youm
web51te, has said the military agreement between Iran
and Syria will change regulations in the West Asia region.

Writing in the website, Atwan said according to the
agreement Iran has agreed to deliver Bavar 373 and
Khordad 3 missile systems which compete with Russia’s
S300 air defense system, ISNA reported on Saturday.

He also said based on the agreement, Iran’s military
presence in Syria is legalized and even will be increased

It also sends this message to the United States that
Iran and Syria have formed a long-lasting coalition,
Atwan pointed out.

Elsewhere, the senior Arab analyst said the agreement
bears this message to Turkey that holding negotiations
and reaching agreement with Syria are only ways to
settle security issues.

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has said that that
the military cooperation signed between Tehran and
Damascus is the result of years of cooperation in fighting

terrorism.
“This agreement is the result of years of cooperation
in confronting terrorism in Syria and hostile policies

against Tehran and Damascus,” Assad said during a
meeting with Chief of Staff of Iran’s Armed Forces Major
General Mohammad Bagheri on Thursday, al Mayadeen

reported.

Assad also said that the agreement shows the level
of relations between the two countries.

Iran and Syria signed the military and security
agreement in Damascus on Wednesday. The agreement
was signed by General Bagheri and Syrian Defense Minister
Ali Abdullah Ayyoub.

According to the IRIB, the agreement is aimed
at boosting military and technical cooperation and
coordination to counter increasing challenges and threats.

“Continuation of fighting the Takfiri terrorism which
is being supported by certain regional and international
powers is one of the objectives of this agreement,” the
two sides said in a joint statement.

“The military agreement was signed in line with
implementing the two countries’ political and military
leaders’ guidelines in order to play more effective role in
countering any foreign aggression through promotion
of Tehran and Damascus’ defense capabilities,” the
statement added.
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‘IRAN IN FOCUS

Nikki Haley politicizing the Iranian
people’s health: researcher

Alireza Ahmadi, a researcher and analyst fo-
cused on U.S. foreign policy towards West
Asia, has said Ambassador Nikki Haley’s push
for blocking an IMF loan to Iran to fight the
coronavirus pandemicis a “politicization” of
Iranian people’s health, which is typical of
Trump administration officials.

Ahmadi made the comments inan article
published in the National Interest on July 11.

The text of the article titled “Nikki Haley's
astounding claims about Iran” is as follows:

The specter of the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) extending a loan to Iran to
assist with the challenges of the coronavirus
epidemic has raised objections from many U.S.
officials. In an opinion article, Ambassador
Nikki Haley argued that the United States
should do everything in its power to block
the IMF loan based on Iran’s policies in the
region. Her arguments in favor of a political
response to a public health emergency is typical
of Trump administration officials and speak
to a broader politicization with the lives of
innocent people hanging in the balance. So
is this an effort to block funds from an unruly
actor oracynical ploy to use the circumstances
created by an epidemic for political gain as
Iran has charged?

Some of Haley's claims require addressing.
First, despite her claim, the IMF is nota “sub-
sidiary” of the UN. These organizations do not
function as privately-owned corporate entities
do. The IMF is an independently developed
intergovernmental organization thatis only
part of the “UN System” because of a negoti-
ated agreement between the two in which the
IMF retains its legal independence including
aseparate budget, staff and decisionmaking
structure. Second, the notion that they would
provide aloanto Iran at the current juncture
isalso notan anti-American conspiracy. For
decades now, the IMF has made a mission of
extending financial assistance in the form of
loans to countries experiencing public health
crises. In this context, Iran requested a $5
billion loan from the IMF to better deal with
the coronavirus crisis.

Haley’s problems with understanding the
structure and roles of international organiza-
tions were readily apparent during her time
in office as well as afterward. Haley uses her
book, published in 2019, to make her dislike
of Secretary Rex Tillerson very clear. She has
a cabinet-level position and a direct line to
the president. This, she feels, should mean
that she is ostensibly an independent organ
of the U.S. government wholly separate from
the State Department—or a “free electron”
as former National Security Advisor John
Bolton called her. She has no interest in the
State Department having any input in her
staffing, policy positions, or formal statements.
Her connection to Trump may be direct but
itseemstoo irregular and unsystematic to be
an effective mechanism of policy coordination
between the American Embassy in Turtle Bay
and the White House.

Haley twice claims that Tillerson, trying
to head off her trip to International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) headquarters in Ge-
neva, lied about having a team to look into the
organization’s monitoring of the Iran deal’s
implementation. She wanted to personally
travel there to interrogate IAEA staff about
the Iran nuclear deal that she vehemently
opposed. Haley says that Tillerson told her
that the trip is unnecessary as he has staff in
Geneva meeting with IAEA officials on Iran
related issues. She then writes that “I strong-
ly suspected that Rex was making things up
as he went along. I had heard nothing about
his staff consulting with the IAEA about the
Iran deal”. The State Department has an
Ambassador-level Permanent Mission to
the International Organizations in Vienna
which includes the IAEA.

The argument laid out by Haley would
be at least somewhat understandable if Iran
had neglected public healthcare. But Iran’s
healthcare system has been praised by the
World Health Organization as one of the
strongest in the region and the country’s life
expectancy has jumped from fifty-four years
to seventy-six years over the last forty years.
That is simply not something that would be
possible without significant and sustained
government investment in public health.

The issue Haley completely neglects is that
the damage inflicted by U.S. sanctions, not

Iran’s healthcare system has been praised by the World Health
Organization as one of the strongest in the region and the
country’s life expectancy has jumped from fifty-four years to
seventy-six years over the last forty years.

just on Iranian government finances but on
the Iranian healthcare system, is at least an
important reason why Iran felt the need to
request the loan. | partially addressed these
issues inaprevious article on Iran’s corona-
virus response. But medical researchers from
around the world have tracked the negative
effect of sanctions on almost all aspects of the
provision of healthcare in Iran ranging from
cancer care and pharmaceutical scarcity to
mental health and antimicrobial resistance.
Here are a few examples from just the past
year: Researchers in the United States, the
Netherlands and Iran concluded that sanctions
have harmed the growth of Iranian medical
science by denying access to critical laboratory

This is why the United States was met
with a flurry to calls to lift or at least amend
sanctions by the United Nations, the Euro-
pean Union, the World Health Organization,
the Vatican, former senior officials from the
Clinton, Bush and Obama administrations,
former heads of the IAEA and the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization and many others.
But in the United States, such international
calls have little resonance. The U.S. govern-
ment brushed aside the calls and at a State
Department press conference just after these
international demands hit a crescendo, the
only Iran related question asked of Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo from the assembled press
corps was whether Pompeo feels “satisfied”

Researchers in the United States, the
Netherlands and Iran concluded that
sanctions have harmed the growth of
Iranian medical science by denying access
to critical laboratory and medical supplies,
scientific fora, information sources and even
the ability to publish research findings.

and medical supplies, scientific fora, informa-
tion sources and even the ability to publish
research findings.

Researchers in Canada found that sanc-
tions have had adverse consequences for
public health in Iran, especially for low-in-
come and at-risk populations, including
by impairing the social determinants of
health, delivery of health care and access
to care. Researchers in Germany mapped the
many directand indirect ways in which U.S.
sanctions have harmed Iran’s medical and
pharmaceutical sectors, hamstringing their
effort to confront the coronavirus, and add
that the effect of sanctions will “compound
human losses from the epidemic.”

Researchersin London wrote, the renowned
academic medical journal The Lancet, that the
efforts of Iranian healthcare workers fight-
ing the coronavirus have been “thwarted” by
shortages they directly tied to the “effect of
sanctions on the commercial sector, reducing
manufacturing and trade capacity, and on
foreign exchange.” Researchers in Germa-
ny argued, also in The Lancet, that sanctions
have destabilized Iran’s healthcare sector and
added that “[s]anctions, a form of collective
punishment, kill,” before calling the U.S. policy
aviolation of international law and “barbaric.”

with whether the UK, France and Germany
are addressing “JCPOA violation.”

M Iran and budgetary priorities

Some of the arguments made by the am-
bassador lack proper substantiation. The
claim that Iran drained a strategic fund to
send the money to Syria is sourced to two
publications. One is an obscure Egyptian
outlet that attributes the claim to “Iranian
media” without citation. The other isan article
from the U.S. government’s Radio Farda in
which the outlet’s “military analyst” makes
this claim without evidence or explanation.
When arguing that Iran has, in the midst of
the outbreak, doubled the budget for the Basij,
amilitary group under the IRGC’s command,
she citesan article that explains that President
Hassan Rouhani’s revised budget proposal
has cut defense and security spending when
adjusted for inflation and that the “Basij par-
amilitary received the most dramatic cut of
all; its funding was cut almost in half.”

The former ambassador makes several
claims that seek to downplay Iran’s need for
suchaloan. She claims, citing a State Depart-
ment Facebook post, that Iran has $200 billion
in funds. This claim seems to be, at least loosely,
based on a controversial 2013 Reuters claim
about the valuation of assets held by Iranian

Haley claims that Rex Tillerson lied
about having a team to look into the
organization’s monitoring of the Iran deal’s
implementation.

government foundations. Obviously, if one
was to believe that Ayatollah Khamenei is
simply sitting on $200 billion—or more due to
appreciation of assets over years—then Iran’s
fiscal outlook would be substantially shielded
from the “maximum pressure campaign” and
these efforts would be a pointless exercise
whatever their stated mission.

Iran’s defense spending, according to the
Stockholm International Peace Research Insti-
tute (SIPRI) was 2.3 percent of gross domestic
product in 2019, well within the norm of global
defense spending (2.2 percent of GDP for that
year). Others have provided higher figures
for Iranian military spending but they did
so mainly by including the budgets of local
police departments as defense spending.
In fact, Anthony Cordesman and Nicholas
Harrington of the Center for Strategic and
International Studies said that Iran’s military
equipment is “aging, battle-worn, and mediocre
weapons that make it something of amilitary
museum.” Iran’s military policy in the region
is certainly not beyond criticism, butitisalso
not a financially intensive endeavor.

Ultimately, the issue here is not Iran’s
expenditure of funds but rather its poli-
cies. For U.S. officials, past and present, to
be professing concern for the stewardship
of the Iranian people’s public funds strains
credulity. Iran and its allies are the prima-
ry impediments to American dominance in
the region behind its own alliance network
consisting of Israel and Sunni Arab states.
What U.S. officials frequently characterize
as “adventurism” or “bad behavior” on the
part of Iranis, for Tehran, avital process of
maintaining aviable alliance network and a
critical security necessity that can’t be aban-
doned due to fiscal restraints.

In anything, the development of the Yemen
conflict into what the UN termed the “worst
humanitarian crisis in the world,” in large part
dueto U.S.-backed Saudi coalition’s restrictions
on food import, should cast doubt on the rel-
ative benevolence the ambassador attributes
to the American agenda in the Middle East.

Regardless, the funding Iran seeks isun-
likely to materialize since the U.S. exercises
an effective veto power over the decisions
made by the IMF and has already announced
its opposition to the loan. This move gar-
nered a negative reaction from even the
European Union, who expressed regret at
the politicization of this public health issue
by Washington. That being said, Iranis ex-
periencing significant fiscal strain because
of the coronavirus epidemic as is the entire
rest of the world. International institutions
like the IMF have never applied this kind
of foreign policy test to decide whether to
provide loans for public health and that
should not be the case here.

Guardian Council backs Iran-China partnership plan

TEHRAN — Guardian Council spokesman
k  Abbasali Kadkhodaei said on Saturday
that the council supports the Iran-China partnership plan.

“All international agreements and deals must be reviewed
in the Majlis and the Guardian Council, and the same is true
of Iran and China’s 25-year plan,” Kadkhodaei said during
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apress conference, according to ISNA.

“In my opinion, the totality of Iran and China’s 25-year
plan was good and we should support it,” he said. “The
enemy'’s stance shows that the Islamic Republic has taken

the right path.”

Majidreza Hariri, the president of Iran-China Joint Cham-
ber of Commerce, has described the partnership plan as a

“win-win” partnership.

Iran and China complement each other economically,
Hariri said, adding, “Having a long-term economic customer

X

is a strategic achievement for us.”
Government spokesman Ali Rabiei said on June 23 that

Iran and China have drafted a 25-year plan for comprehen-
sive partnership which proves failure of the plots to isolate
the Islamic Republic.

“This plan proves failure of the United States’ policies
to isolate Iran, sever Iran’s relations with the interna-
tional community and also to harm Iran’s will to expand
relations with other countries,” Rabiei said during a
press conference.

He said that the plan is based on a win-win approach
which “heralds long term cooperation”.

“Recognizing cultural commonalities, encouraging mul-
tilateralism, supporting equal rights of the nations and in-
sisting on domestic development are parts of this plan,” the
government spokesman explained.
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Soleimani assassination was
‘state terrorism’:
Takht-Ravanchi

TEHRAN — Majid Takht-Ravanchi, Iran’s
d e s ambassador to the United Nations, has said the
United States’ brutal assassination of General Qassem Soleimani
was an obvious example of state terrorism pursued in gross vio-
lation of the fundamental principles of international law.

“The United States’ brutal and cowardly assassination of Major
General Qassem Soleimani, the champion of fighting terrorists
in the region, and his companions, while on an official visit to
neighboring Iraq, is an obvious example of state terrorism pur-
sued in gross violation of the fundamental principles of interna-
tional law, entailing criminal responsibility of its perpetrators,”
Takht-Ravanchi said on Friday, according to IRNA.

L = e
He made the remarks to the Virtual Counter-Terrorism Week
under the theme of “Strategic and Practical Challenges of Coun-
tering Terrorism in a Global Pandemic Environment”.

This tragedy was a big gift to Daesh and other terrorist groups
in the region who celebrated his assassination, he said.

The ambassador said the coronavirus and terrorism have sev-
eral astounding commonalities, saying, “Neither recognizes any
border. Both kill innocent people in an indiscriminate manner.
They spread easily and undermine the well-being of societies
whilst bringing tremendous economic downturns.”

“They spread fear and anxiety and can only be defeated in the
spirit of global partnership, solidarity and genuine cooperation
among all actors at the national, regional and international levels.”

According to Takht-Ravanchi, in the fight against terrorists,
there is no choice but to harness the power of the multilateral
approach through enhanced information sharing and cooperation
to effectively and swiftly address the vulnerabilities, mitigate
the existing challenges and find practical solutions for emerging
problems.

For instance, he said, the unilateral coercive measures deny
essential tools for a collective response to terrorism and hinder
cooperation as well as genuine efforts in this endeavor, hence
providing a breeding ground for terrorism.

“The pandemic has even exacerbated the consequences of
such avicious approach,” the ambassador lamented.

“The imposition by the U.S. of its laws and regulations with an
extraterritorial impact on my country and others is, by definition,
tantamount to terrorism,” he stated.

Takht-Ravanchi further said the coercive measures are man-
ifestations of structural violence that violate inalienable human
rights, inter alia, the right to peace, right to development, right
to health and above all, the right to life.

“The United States’ maximum pressure policy against Iran
isdesigned to deliberately and indiscriminately target innocent
civilians with the sole purpose of causing pain and sufferingamong
them,” he said. “Therefore, these actions constitute terrorist acts
and, in the broader context, economic terrorism.”

He labeled the brutal suppression of Palestinian people by the
Israeli regime as one of the gravest forms of terrorism, calling on
the international community to condemn Israel for its atrocities.

The ambassador also pointed to foreign intervention in Iraq
and Syria, saying such interventions have helped create the cur-
rent violent extremist and terrorist groups.

Takht-Ravanchi criticized the U.S. representative for leveling
unsubstantiated claims against Iran, saying it is common knowl-
edge that Iran has been at the forefront of combating terrorist
groups such as Al-Qaeda and ISIS.

“In fact, it is the U.S. who is promoting terrorism not only
in our region, but almost everywhere in the world. The United
States’ interventionist approach in our region has created chaos
and an environment fertile for terrorism to grow,” he added.

Moreover, the envoy continued, the U.S. has been harboring the
MKO, a notorious and dangerous terrorist organization respon-
sible for the killing of at least 12,000 Iranians and many Iragis.

“Through providing the deadliest weaponry to the aggressors
in the conflict in Yemen, the U.S. is responsible for the continued
catastrophe in that country resulting in terrorizing and killing of
many innocent Yemenis,” Takht-Ravanchi concluded.

Pentagon claims Iran-Syria
defense deal won’t stop its
efforts to fight ISIS

The following day, Bagheri met with Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad, who also endorsed stronger ties between Da-
mascus and Tehran.

According to the IRIB, the agreement is aimed at boosting
military and technical cooperation and coordination to counter
increasing challenges and threats.

“Continuation of fighting the Takfiri terrorism which is be-
ing supported by certain regional and international powers is
one of the objectives of this agreement,” the two sides said in
a joint statement.

“The military agreement was signed in line with implement-
ing the two countries’ political and military leaders’ guidelines
in order to play more effective role in countering any foreign
aggression through promotion of Tehran and Damascus’ defense
capabilities,” the statement added.

Iran and Syria have signed different military and defense
cooperation over the past years.

The Islamic Republic commenced providing Syria with advi-
sory military assistance after numerous countries, at the head of
them the U.S. and its Western and regional allies, began funding
and arming militants and terrorists with the aim of deposing the
Syrian president’s government.

Although the Syrian government initially lost considerable
expanses of territory to ISIS and other terror outfits, the country
rallied to retake the lost grounds and drive out terrorists from
much of the country.
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Swedish firms committed to
deals in Iran: envoy

TEHRAN — Sweden’s Ambassador to Tehran
d e s Mattias Lentz said on Saturday that Swedish
companies will maintain their contracts in Iran and will fulfill
their commitments, the portal of Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) reported.

According to Lentz, in the current situation, the economic
relations between Iran and Sweden are continuing in the fields
of medicine, pharmaceuticals, food industry, telecommunica-

tions, and automobile industry.

| Sweden was one of Iran’s

top trading partnersin Europe,

' [ which had reached a good level

| of trade relations after the Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action

| (JCPOA) was signed between

Iran and world powers, how-

ever, with the re-imposition of

U.S. sanctions, the restrictions

led to a significant decline in
the two sides’ trades.

“Though there are problems,
thereis also hope,” the Swedish
ambassador said, adding: “In
the current situation, we may
not be able to expand economic
relations with Iran; but keeping the current ties alive and hold-
ing jointeconomic meetings will help us to continue to operate
within this framework.”

Lentz noted that although trade activities have become more
limited due to the U.S. sanctions, Swedish companies have
always been present in Iran and continue to be active.

“In many economic areas, Swedish companies are seeing the
possibility of even expanding cooperation,” he said.

£
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CBI instructs banking system
protocols to provide finance
for SMEs

TEHRAN — Central Bank of Iran (CBI) has
d e s referred the instructions to provide required
finance for the Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs)
in the current Iranian calendar year (started on March 20) to
the country’s banking system, IRIB reported.

The CBI is going to offer the mentioned financial support
aiming to pave the way for boosting national production and
to support economic enterprises in order to fulfill the slogan
of the year which is “surge in production”, while directing the
liquidity toward the productive sectors.

According to the CBI directive, operating banks are re-
quired to pay more attention to the issue of financing small
and medium-sized enterprises due to the sensitivity of eco-
nomic conditions, more than before and with a greater sense
of responsibility, and despite limited resources and existing
credit problems prioritize the facilities in such away that it is
possible to achieve the goals of “surge in production”.

As reported, some 37,462 SMEs were provided with 544.703
trillion rials (about $13.2 billion) of facilities by the bank-
ing system in the previous Iranian calendar year (ended on
March 19).

In early May 2019, the CBI Governor Abdolnaser Hemmati
outlined the bank’s plans for neutralizing or relieving the impact
of U.S. sanctions on the country’s economy and mentioned
providing liquidity and working capital to maintain and boost
domestic production as one of those plans.

CBI’s plans take two major approaches, one of which is to
secure finance for production activities and also to provide
the working capital needed for such activities.

Iran’s exhibition events down
40% due to Covid-19 outbreak

TEHRAN — Managing director of Iran Inter-
d e s national Exhibitions Company (I1EC) said on
Saturday that the number of exhibitions in the current Iranian
calendar year has declined by 40 percent due to the outbreak
of the coronavirus.
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“Currently, despite the observance of all health guidelines
and the issuance of necessary approvals by the Health Ministry
and the Coronavirus Combat and Prevention Headquarters, the
number of exhibitions has dropped by up to 40 percent,” Bahman
Hosseinzadeh told IRNA.

Referring to the cancellation of all exhibitions in the first
quarter of this year (March 20-June 20) due to the outbreak of
coronavirus in the country, Hosseinzadeh said: “The first event
this year was the exhibition of medical and healthcare achieve-
ments in the battle against the coronavirus which was in Khordad
[third Iranian calendar month (May 21-June 20)].”

“160 knowledge-based companies participated in this event
and some good contracts were signed,” Hosseinzadeh added.

According to the official, all necessary measures were taken
during the previous exhibitions to assure the safety and health
of both visitors and exhibitors during the event.

“To maintain the social distance, the pavilions were spacious
and the exhibitors used masks, while sufficient amounts of dis-
infectant were also distributed,” he said.

“We cannot stop the economic activities because the end of
the Coronavirus pandemic is not certain,” he noted.

Health professionals suggest industrial sectors to continue their
economic activities under specific conditions and in accordance
with health and safety protocols, the official added.

“The exhibitions company also does its best to protect the
health and lives of people,” Hosseinzadeh stressed.
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Domestic company awarded
project to develop Yaran oilfield

TEHRAN — Iranian Per-
d e s sia Oil and Gas Industry
Development Company signed a contract with
National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) on
Saturday for carrying out the development
project of Yaran Oil Field, Shana reported.

The deal was signed by Reza Dehgan, the
NIOC deputy director for development and
engineering affairs, and Seyed Jafar Hejazi, the

managing director of Persia Oil and Gas
Industry Development Company, at the pres-
ence of Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh.

As reported, the contract targets additional
cumulative production of about 39.5 million
barrels over 10 years.

The direct investment in the projects is
estimated at $227 million while operating
costs during the contract period are estimated
to amount to $236 million; the contractor
is obliged to provide all the necessary finan-
cial resources for the implementation of the
project.

Based on the deal, the contractor is going
to drill six new wells (three in North Yaran
and three in South Yaran), as well as a de-
scriptive well, a water injection well, while
repairing five existing wells, equipping 27
wells with electrical submersible pumps

| ———— s

Managing Director of Persia Oil and Gas Industry Development Company Seyed Jafar
Hejazi (L) and NIOC Deputy Director for Development and Engineering Affairs Reza
Dehgan sign a deal for developing Yaran Oil Field in Tehran on Saturday.

(ESP), construction and upgrading of sur-
face facilities, conducting research studies
and designing new methods for Enhanced
Oil Recovery (EOR).

Yaran is one of the five oilfields known as
West Karoun oilfields which Iran shares with
Iraq at the western part of Iran’s southwestern
region of Karoun.

The field, which is divided into two parts
namely North Yaran and South Yaran, lies
120 kilometers west of Ahwaz, the capital city
of the southwestern province of Khuzestan,
on the borderline with Irag.

It is adjacent to Azadegan Field in the
east and Irag’s Majnoon Field in the west.

West Karoun region which includes five
major fields namely North Azadegan, South
Azadegan, North Yaran, South Yaran, and
Yadavaran prioritized among the country’s
top development projects.

Providing the condition for the presence
of the private sector in development projects
is now an agenda for the NI1OC.

In the development sector, many explora-
tion blocks are waiting for the implementation
of projects, NIOC is seriously following up
the plans to lay the ground for the private
sector’s contribution.

Monthly tax income stands

at over $2.8b

TEHRAN- Omid-Ali
d e s Parsa, the head of Iran’s
National Tax Administration (INTA), an-
nounced that the country’s monthly tax
income has reached over 120 trillion rials
(about $2.857 billion).

The official said that the mentioned
amount includes both direct and indirect
taxes, IRNA reported.

Parsa reiterated that all governmental
bodies should cooperate in achieving the
targeted tax revenues.

Saying that the Iranian government col-
lects eight percent of the people’s income for
the public expenditures, while the figure is
30 percent in the world, the official stressed,
“Now that the oil revenue is reduced, the
government has no income rather than col-
lected taxes; so the people should cooperate
inthisdue.”

Finance and Economic Affairs Minister
Farhad Dejpasand said on Tuesday that the
government considers tax as the main source
of income for managing the country’s economy
in the absence of oil revenues, the ministry’s
news portal Shada reported.

“Currently, the most important meth-
od of financing for the country’s economic
management is taxing, and this has placed
a huge burden on the tax administration,”
Dejpasand said in a statement on the occasion
of national tax day.

Taxes are the safest, healthiest, and
most sustainable source of income for the
government, and with proper planning,
these revenues can have a positive impact
on the country’s sustainable development,
the official said.

2
Omid-Ali Parsa, the head of Iran’s National Tax Administration

Strengthening the economy against ex-
ternal shocks and threats, eliminating so-
cial inequalities, equitable distribution of
wealth in society, and increasing welfare,
prosperity, and security were also mentioned
by Dejpasand as the benefits of tax incomes.

Iran’s tax revenue has increased 31 percent
inthe past Iranian calendar year (ended on
March 19), the head of National Tax Admin-
istration has announced.

Putting the country’staxincomeat 1.43
quadrillion rials (about $34.04 billion) in the
previous year, the official said, “We could
collect 250 trillion rials (about $5.9 billion)
as value-added tax (VAT)”, IRIB reported.

Parsaalso said that the country has gained
projected tax income by 102 percent in the
past year, and put the average tax income
growth at 21 percent during the previous
five years.

The head of the National Tax Adminis-
tration further mentioned preventing tax
evasion as one of the prioritized programs
of INTA.

As the oil sale accounts for just seven
percent of the country’s income in the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year (began on March
20), the revenues gained from elimination of
hidden energy subsidiesas well asincreased
taxincomes will replace oil revenues, accord-
ing to Head of Iran’s Planning and Budget
Organization (PBO) Mohammad Bagher
Nobakht.

“This does notmeanarise in taxincome;
but by setting new tax bases and eliminating
unnecessary exemptions atatime of economic
warfare, more tax revenues will be provided,”
the official had said in late November 2019.

Chabahar to become Iran’s 3rd trade

hub soon

|
Iranian Acting Minister of Industry, Mining, and Trade Hossein Modares Khiabani
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its strategic location
as well as infrastructure and capacities,
Chabahar Port (in Iran’s southeastern
Sistan-Baluchestan Province) will become
the country’s third trade hub soon, the
acting minister of industry, mining, and
trade stated.

Making the remarks in a meeting of
Sistan-Baluchestan Province’s Economic
Taskforce on Friday, Hossein Modares
Khiabani said that Chabahar enjoys high
potential for the exports and transit of
commodities, which can make it Iran’s
third trade hub after Bandar-Abbas Port
(in southern Hormozgan Province) and
Imam Khomeini Port (in southwestern
Bushehr Province), IRNA reported.

The official further put emphasis on the
necessity of facilitating all trade processes
in Chabahar to expedite its development.

Lying on the coast of the Gulf of Oman
in Iran’s southeastern Sistan-Baluchestan
Province, Chabahar is the country’s only
oceanic portand given its strategic location
inthe International North-South Transport
Corridor (INSTC) development of the port
is of high significance for Iran.

During a ceremony on starting the track-
laying operations of Chabahar-Zahedan
railroad on July 7, Deputy Transport
Minister Kheirollah Khademi underlined
the significance of the railroad and noted that
duetoits strategic position, Chabahar portis
going to be agateway for the country’s trade.

The project which is aimed to connect
Chabahar to Zahedan (the capital city of
Sistan-Baluchestan Province) is planned

to be completed by the end of the Iranian
calendar year of 1400 (March 2022).

The total length of this railroad is 628
kilometers (km), 150 km of which will be laid
by the end of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 2021), Khademi announced.

Establishing an all-rail corridor in the
east of the country, connecting Chabahar
as the country’s only oceanic port to the
national railway network, developing
Makran coasts through rail transportation,
connecting Central Asia and Afghanistan
to open ocean waters, and establishing
permanent cooperation with countries in
the region and other countries with trade
and transit exchanges are reported to be
some of the goals of Chabahar-Zahedan
railway project.

Also as mentioned by the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Railways (known as
RAI), Iran can use its eastern railway corridor
for transiting commodities between Russia
and India and also among CIS countries.

Mentioning the beginning of the track-
laying operations for Chabahar-Zahedan
railway, Saeed Rasouli told IRNA on Friday:
“So far we haven't been able to use the full
capacities of Chabahar port since itwasn't
connected to the railway network, but with
the completion of this line the port can
become a transit hub in the region.”

“This route is one of the important parts
of the country’s railway network, which
in addition to its regional and national
role, is very important as a part of the
International North-South Transport
Corridor (INSTC) leading to Chabahar
port,” Rasouli said.

Quarterly aluminum ingot output

up 63% yr/yr

TEHRAN — Produc-
d e s tion of aluminum ingot
in Iran rose 63 percent during the first
quarter of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20-June 20) compared to
the same period of time in the past year.

As reported by IRNA, Iran produced
101,195 tons of aluminum ingot in the
three-month period of this year.

The country’s aluminum ingot output
stood at 36,025 tons in the third Iranian
month Khordad (May 20-June 20), show-
ing 73 percent rise compared to the same
month of the previous year.

Production of the aluminum ingot in the
country is planned to increase 63 percent
by the end of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20, 2021).

Iran’s major aluminum producers pro-
duced 275,716 tons of aluminum ingots in
the past Iranian calendar year (ended on
March 19), according to the data released by
the Industry, Mining and Trade Ministry.

The country’s aluminum ingot produc-
tion in the past year fell eight percent in

comparison to the figure for its preceding
year.

The data show thatamong the country’s
top producers, Iranian Aluminum Com-
pany (IRALCO) had the best performance
registering a four-percent rise during the
mentioned period.

On April 23, during the inauguration
ceremony of lIran’s biggest aluminum
production complex (in the central Fars
province), the former industry minister
said the country’s aluminum production
is expected to be doubled with that unit
going operational.

The minister put the value of the Iranian
mining industry’s production at about $22
billion, saying that the country is relatively
self-sufficient in minerals and a great deal
is also exported every year.

He went on underlying, “The country’s
capacities in the sector, saying that Iran is
ranked 18th among the world’s top alumi-
num producers, and with this new plant
going operational the country will climb
four places to stand at 14th place.”

Iran Venezuela Bi-National Bank to be
listed on stock exchange

TERHAN — Managing
d e s Director of Export De-
velopment Bank of Iran has said that an
Iran-Venezuela joint bank is going to be
listed on Iran’s stock market, IRNA reported.

According to the official, Iran Venezuela
Bi-National Bank, which is a subsidiary
of the Export Development Bank, is going
through the necessary processes for en-
tering the stock market, Ali Saleh-Abadi
said in a press conference on Saturday.

Tamadon Investment Bank, another
subsidiary of the mentioned bank, is also
going to join the capital market along with
the Iran-Venezuela bank.

Saleh-Abadi noted that 17 percent of
the shares of Iran Venezuela Bi-National
Bank are going to be offered at Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE) by the end of the
current Iranian calendar year (ends on
March 20, 2021), while 25 percent of the
shares of Tamadon Investment Bank will
be offered at TSE by the end of the Q2 of
the current Iranian calendar year (ends
on September 21).

Mentioning the significant role of the
Export Development Bank in the coun-
try’s foreign trade, the official noted that
in the face of the U.S. sanctions and the
coronavirus outbreak, the bank has in-
creased the decision-making powers of
38 bank branches to support exporters
who have suffered from these conditions,
and has also set the average interest rate
of the bank’s facilities in the range of 14
to 14.5 percent.

He put the country’s non-oil revenues in
the previous Iranian calendar year (ended
on March 19) at $40 billion, saying that
the bank had a significant role in realizing
this achievement.

Saleh-Abadi further referred to the
bank’s plans for supporting knowl-
edge-based companies and added: for
those knowledge-based companies that
are introduced to the bank by the Vice
President for Science and Technology, a
total of 4 trillion rials (about $95.23 mil-
lion) will be offered in the form of facilities
with 12 percent interest rate.



JULY 12, 2020

‘ENERGY

Petchem sector accounts for 40%
of revenues injected to NIMA

TEHRAN — The

e 9 secretary of Iran’s
Association of Petrochemical Industry
Corporations (APIC) announced that
petrochemical companies account for 40
percent of the total export revenues injected to
the country’s Forex Management Integrated
System, locally known as NIMA.

As Mohammad Abhari told IRNA on
Saturday, 90 percent of the country’s
petrochemical complexes have exceeded
their commitment to supply their export
revenues into the NIMA system.

“For example, in cases that the
commitment was to supply 70 percent of
export revenues, some companies injected
90 percent or even 100 percent of their
revenues,” Abhari said.

Earlier, the head of National Petrochemical
Company (NPC) had said that 85 percent
of the petrochemical companies’ export
revenues were injected into the NIMA system
in the previous Iranian calendar year 1398
(ended on March 19).

Behzad Mohammadi said that the

petrochemical sector earned Iran $14.5
billion in revenue last calendar year to

March 2020.

The official noted that last calendar year

was marked with success for petrochemical
sector as production forecasts came true.

He said the petrochemical output reached
31million tons last calendar year, 23 million
tons of which was exported and the rest was
supplied on domestic markets.

The official mentioned that petrochemical
prices dropped 30 percent on average last
calendar year, year-on-year, adding that
petrochemicals exports earned Iran $9.5
billion while domestic market purchased
$5 billion of petrochemicals.

NIMA, which seeks to boost transparency,
create competitiveness among exchange
shops and a secure environment for traders,
isanew chance for importers to supply their
required foreign currency without specific
problems and for exporters to re-inject their
earned foreign currency to domestic forex
market.

Secondary foreign exchange market
was inaugurated in early July 2018 to allow
exporters of non-oil commodities to sell their
foreign currency earnings to importers of
consumer products.

Turkmenistan failed to fulfill its gas deal commitments: Zanganeh

TEHRAN (Shana) — Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Nam-
dar Zanganeh said Turkmenistan has failed to fulfill
its commitments regarding the quality and quantity
of the gas that was meant to be delivered to Iran based
on a deal between the two sides, Shana reported.

Speaking on the sidelines of a signing ceremony for
an oil project on Saturday, Zanganeh said according
to the ruling of the international arbitration, the Na-
tional Iranian Gas Company (NIGC) was not subject
to payment of any damages to the Turkmen side.

Elaborating on the gas dispute between National
Iranian Gas Company (NIGC) and Turkmen Gaz, the
minister said: “The case concerned a trade contract
between the two companies in which a dispute was
created as the Turkmen side had failed to fulfill its
commitments claiming that NIGC was in arrears with
payment for the gas.”

Zanganeh said: “We were unable to transfer the
money due to the sanctions; Even the National Iranian
Gas Company accepted had agreed to pay the interests
on the basis of the contract due to non-payment of
debt, and even part of this debt was paid in the form
of goods and services, but Turkmen Gaz insisted on
receiving the money in full. And in this regard, they
did not show flexibility to negotiate. The National
Iranian Gas Company raise the issue of arbitration
and announced that if the case went to arbitration,
the price of Turkmen gas should also be considered
in the arbitration, because according to the National
Iranian Gas Company, the price of Turkmenistan due
to the additions to the previous contract, was high

and unfair. On the other hand, NIGC had agreed that
Turkmen Gaz failures to fulfill its commitments in
terms of quality and quantity of the gas needed to be
considered as well. In the end, they did not accept the
proposal to raise the issue in arbitration, but sometime
later, they took the case to arbitration.”

B Turkmen Gaz fine will be deducted from
NIGC debt

The official stated that what was decided in the
arbitration was not a far-fetched result: “The arbitra-
tion decided that the National Iranian Gas Company
should pay its debt to Turkmen Gaz, but the arbitration
order did not impose any fines or damages on NIGC.
On the other hand, the arbitrator agreed with a sig-
nificant part of the claim of the National Iranian Gas
Company regarding the fine related to the quantity

and quality of Turkmen gas, so that this amount of the
fine is deducted from the debt of the National Iranian
Gas Company.”

Reminding that Iran has not been able to transfer
money due to the sanctions, Zanganeh added: “Again,
there must be a discussion and a solution on how to
pay Iran’s debt. The government and people of Turk-
menistan are friends and we want to work with this
neighboring country in the long run. Trade disputes
are raised and resolved internationally, and it is not
a matter of saying who won, who lost, or who was
frustrated. As the National Iranian Gas Company and
Turkey’s Butas Company went to arbitration and at the
same time continued their friendly relations.”

He said: “Also, based on the arbitration ruling, the
two existing contracts between the two companies,
part of whichwas notin Iran’s favor and were imposed
on us by Turkmenistan due to a gas shortage, were
considered terminated.”

In response to a question about the possibility of
signing a new contract between the two companies,
Zanganeh said: “This issue is considered in the context
of long-term relations between the two countries.”

The Oil Minister added: “Capacity building for the
oil industry is a strategic matter. \We have seen such
problems before and God willing, we will overcome
them and we need to build enough capacity for the day
when we re-enter the market. As after the previous
embargo, the world was surprised that Iran’s oil in-
dustry returned to its maximum production capacity
in less than four months.”

IEA raises 2020 oil demand estimate but warns over threat to strong rebound

The global economy bounced back from the
worst of pandemic lockdowns faster than
expected in the second quarter but a second
wave of COVID-19 infections could still derail
the strong recovery so far, Platts reported,
citing the International Energy Agency.

In its latest monthly oil market report,
the Paris-based agency raised its estimate for
global oil demand by 400,000 bpd this year,
estimating the demand collapse during the
peak of lockdowns in Q2 was less severe than
expected at 16.4 million bpd. Last month,
the IEA had estimated a Q2 demand hit of
almost 18 million bpd.

Global oil demand in 2020 is now forecast
toaverage 92.1 million bpd, down 7.9 million
bpd over 2019, the IEA said.

2 million bpd from August.

Given the revision to its demand and
supply outlook, the IEA revised upward its
estimates for the call on OPEC’s crude this
year by 200,000 bpd to 24.2 million bpd.

M World oil demand/supply outlook

In 2021, the IEA estimates demand for
OPEC’s crude will average 28.7 million bpd,
200,000 bpd higher than its previous fore-
cast. The OPEC call for 2021, however, is
well above the cartel’s current 2021 output
target of 23.03 million bpd, a level which
would only rise to 25.6 million bpd after
including the current output levels from
members Iran, Venezuela and Libya, which
are not covered by the quotas.

The global oil stocks picture was mixed

With lockdowns lifting, demand rebounded
strongly in Chinaand Indiain May, increasing
by 700,000 bpd and 1.1 million bpd on the
month, respectively, the IEA said. Indian oil
deliveries also surprised to the upside in June,
the IEA said citing provisional data. Next
year, demand is now forecast to grow by 5.3
million bpd to 97.4 million bpd, unchanged
from the IEA’s previous report.

But the energy market watchdog cautioned
that the outlook is overshadowed by the
potential for a return to lockdowns due to
second-wave COVID-19 infections globally.

“While the oil market has undoubtedly
made progress since ‘Black April,’ the large,
and in some countries, accelerating number
of COVID-19 cases is a disturbing reminder
that the pandemic is not under control and
the risk to our market outlook is almost
certainly to the downside,” the 1EA said.

In the U.S., the IEA noted that -- after

plateauing around 20,000 in the first half of
June -- the number of new COVID-19 cases
accelerated “spectacularly” to more than
50,000 in early July. As a result, the data
is showing mobility and gasoline demand
is slipping back in the worst-hit states of
Texas, Arizona, California, and Florida.

Largely reflecting the threat to U.S. de-
mand, the IEA lowered its third-quarter
demand forecast by 630,000 bpd to 94.3
million bpd, which is 6.5 million bpd below
the year-ago levels. IEA also revised down
the Q3 demand forecasts for Brazil, Russia
and Saudi Arabia, among other countries.

S&P Global Platts Analytics currently
estimates that global oil demand will shrink
by 8.3 million bpd this year to average 94.2
million bpd before recovering to 101.2 mil-
lion bpd in 2021.

M Oil supply slump

Onsupply, the IEA said global oil output

tumbled to a nine-year low in June after
Saudi Arabia cut an extra 1 million bpd over
its OPEC+ target and output in both Iraqg
and the U.S. fell by around 500,000 bpd.

With OPEC+ cutting crude output by
nearly 2 million bpd from May, the producer
group’s overall cuts rose above 10 million
bpd, boosting its compliance to 108% from
88% a month earlier, the IEA estimates.

Asaresult, global supplies averaged 86.9
million bpd in June, down 2.4 million bpd
month on month and by 13.4 million bpd
year on year.

In July, the IEA expects to see higher
production as Saudi Arabia halts its addi-
tional voluntary cut and the U.S. and Canada
start to recover.

The IEA said italso sees U.S. production
falls bottoming out in the second half before
recovering slowly while OPEC+ countries
are set to ease their existing cut by around

in June after hitting highs in May as a tight-
ening crude market balance and a flatter
forward price curve reduced the incentive
to store oil, the IEA said.

In the U.S., preliminary data for June
showed that commercial stocks built by
24.7 million barrels (800,000 bpd), led by
oil products. U.S. crude stocks rose by 2.8
million barrels month on month, when they
typically fall 13.4 million barrels.

Global floating storage of crude, however,
fell by 34.9 million barrels from a record
high in May to 176.4 million barrels, the
IEA said.

For May, the IEA said OECD industry
stocks rose by 81.7 million barrels on the
month, or 2.64 million bpd to 3.22 billion
barrels, rising by 2 million bpd since the end
of 2019. At the end of May, OECD stocks
stood more than 300 million barrels above
their end-2019 levels.

U.S. oil & gas rig count falls to record low for 10th week

U.S. energy firms cut the number of oil and natural gas
rigs operating to a record low for a 10th week in a row
but the rate of decline has slowed as higher oil prices
prompt some producers to start drilling again.

The U.S. oil and gas rig count, an early indicator of
future output, fell by five to an all-time low of 258 in
the week to July 10, Reuters reported citing data from
energy services firm Baker Hughes Co going back to 1940.

That was 700 rigs, or 73 percent, below this time
last year.

U.S. oil rigs fell by four to 181 this week, their lowest

since June 2009, while gas rigs dropped by one to 75,
matching its record low hit a couple of weeks ago, according
to data going back to 1987.

More than half of the total U.S. oil rigs are in the
Permian basin in West Texas and eastern New Mexico,
where active units dropped by one this week to a fresh
record low of 125, according to data going back to 2011.

The U.S. Energy Information Administration (EI1A)
projected a fall in domestic crude output to 11.6 million
barrels per day (bpd) this year from arecord 12.2 million
bpd in 2019, while global petroleum and other liquid

fuels consumption will drop to 92.9 million bpd in 2020
from arecord 101.0 million bpd in 2019.

Even though U.S. oil prices are still down about 34
percent since the start of the year due to coronavirus
demand destruction, U.S. crude futures have jumped
113 percent over the past three months to around $40
abarrel on Friday on hopes global economies will snap
back as governments lift lockdowns.

Analysts said higher oil prices will encourage energy
firms to slow rig count reductions and possibly start
adding some units later this year.
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NISOC ready to boost synthetic
oil supply to refineries

TEHRAN (Shana) — The Managing Director
d e s of the National Iranian South Oil Company
(NISOC) announced the company'’s readiness to enhance its
synthetic oil supply to Iranian refineries.

Itis possible to increase the NISOC capacity to send syn-
thetic oil to refineries, Ahmad Mohammadi said.

During a visit of the National Iranian Oil Company (NI1OC)
deputy director of production, Mohammadi said, “Due to the
existence of infrastructure and extensive network of pipelines to
the refineries in the oil-rich areas of south and with the knowledge
and round-the-clock efforts of NISOC colleagues, this important
project was finalized in a relatively short period of time.”

Receiving gas condensate from South Pars gas field through
Behregan operational district which is operated by ??the Ira-
nian Offshore Oil Company (100C), sending it to Maroon
2 exploitation unit and then transferring it to the northern
refineries, have taken place for the first time with the aim
of optimizing gas condensate consumption in the country’s
oil industry.

Earlier NISOC’s deputy director of production had said
that plans were under way to send synthetic oil to Abadan
refinery besides the facilities operating in Northern provinces.

Farrokh Alikhani told Shana that sending synthetic oil
of South Pars to refineries was an initiative developed with
the aim of making optimal use of excess gas condensate and
has reached fruition with constructive cooperation between
the Deputy of Production of National Iranian Oil Company
and the affiliate companies of the National Iranian South
Oil Company.

BP’s former CFO sees oil

price in $45-55/b range
during 2021

Global oil prices will likely strengthen over the coming 18 months
to hover around $45-55/b if economies continue to reopen and
OPECH+ follows through on efforts to drain oil stocks which surged
during the peak of pandemic lockdowns, BP’s former chief financial
officer Brian Gilvary said.
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Speaking a week after retiring from a 34-year career at the oil
major, Gilvary said oil prices could spike higher, however, if oil
demand continues to bounce back from crushing lows in April.

Despite fears of a snapback to lockdowns due to second-wave
infections, implied driving activity -- a proxy for gasoline and diesel
demand -- has now recovered to well above pre-crisis levels ina
number of key markets such as the U.S. and Europe.

“l don’t see a massive upside case for prices but you might
get short-term spikes,” Gilvary told S&P Global Platts in an in-
terview July 9.

“1 think we have to see the big overhang in stocks clear out now
before we get back to numbers up around $45 - 55/b which I think
depends on what the next wave of COVID looks like,” he said.

Global oil inventories have swollen by more than 1 billion
barrels since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, a level that is
expected to drag on the oil price recovery.

Brent crude has remained mostly rangebound around $40/b
since early June after rebounding from near two-decade lows
of under $16/b on April 22. As stay-at-home orders continue
to ease, OPEC and its key allies also appear to be sticking to a
landmark deal of slashing almost 10 million bpd in supply from
the oil market.

M New normal

In addition to record global oil stock levels, Gilvary noted that
the world can also count on a bigger supply buffer from OPEC,
which -- even before the current output cuts -- was sitting on
spare capacity of over 3 million bpd.

“All roads lead back to OPEC as a clearing system if they wish
to clear the price at a certain level,” he said.

“As things get back to a new normality, | think there’ll be a bit
of a juxtaposition perhaps between the OPEC states that want the
price slightly higher in terms of balancing their balance sheets
and the other members of OPEC+ not wanting to see U.S. onshore
oil production grow back up to 13 million bpd.”

A number of oil market watchers have raised their near-term
oil price forecasts in recent weeks to reflect a more supportive oil
market outlook. At the end of June, Citigroup said it sees Brent
recovering over the coming year to top $60/b, driven by OPEC+
discipline on output cuts and the near-term loss of U.S. shale oil.

BofA Securities also raised its oil price forecast for the next two
years to $50 and $55/b respectively on signs of faster-than-ex-
pected global oil demand recovery, massive industry spending
cuts and strong OPEC+ adherence to curbing crude supplies.

S&P Global Platts Analytics on June 28 predicted that Dated
Brent would rise gradually to $50/b by the end-2021 as OPEC+
brings on enough supply to manage prices while not over-stim-
ulating non-OPEC supply.
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IN THE NAME OF GOD
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING

INTERNATIONAL TENDER No: 99/103-24/03

Tender Holder:
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING (IRIB)

Subject of Tender :
Broadcasting the TV networks of English iFilm , Press TV and IRIB World Service Radio 6 on Intelsat 20 for
three years in accordance with the technical specification and other terms and conditions mentioned in the
tender documents.

Deadline and how to receive the tender documents:
From Saturday 11 July 2020 (1399/04/21) until Tuesday 14 July 2020 (1399/04/24) by 04:00 p.m with presentation
of introductory letter by company or its representative and the receipt of paying the documents fee.

Place of receiving the tender document:
Interested participants may refer to purchasing (KALA) Dept. ,4th Floor of IRIB Administration Complex ,Hotel
Esteghlal St. Vali —Assr Ave,Tehran, Iran

The fee of the tender documents and how to deposit it:
Submission of payment receipt for the amount of 1,000,000 Rials to account 4101029171204273 with BIC No.IR
310100004101029171204273 IRAN Central Bank in the name of IRIB.

Type and amount of guarantee for participation to tender:
The amount of deposit for participant in tender is USD 53000 fixed or its equivalent in Rials 10600000000 which
should be in the form of Bank Guarantee.

Time and place of delivering Bidding Envelopes:

The sealed (A,B&C) packages/envelopes and the qualification evaluation packages/envelopes separately packed
, should be submitted no later than 09:00 a.m. on Saturday 15 of Aug 2020 (1399/05/25) and at the address
mentioned in 4th clause.

Time and place of opening Qualification Evaluation envelopes:
The date of opening the Qualification Evaluation envelopes on Saturday 15 of Aug 2020 (1399/05/25) at 10:00
a.m in the office of International Purchasing Dept.

Time and place of opening Envelopes:

The envelopes A of those eligible participants who meet the qualification criterion and approval of Technical and
Commercial committee will be opened on Sunday 16 Aug 2020 at 03:00 p.m (1399/05/26) in the office of Financial
Vice President .In case of complete content in the envelopes A the envelopes of B and C of eligible participants will
be opened at the same time and place.

The participant must be qualified by the competent authorities.

Fore more information please see :

www.iriboffice.ir/tenders and http://iets.mporg.ir/ Tel: 00982122167053

Purchasing (Kala) Dept.,IRIB

Modern Stadium of
Martyrs of Khuzestan
Football Club (KSC)

*COLLAGE §

IN THE NAME OF GOD
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING

INTERNATIONAL TENDER N0: 99/103-25/03

Tender Holder:
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING (IRIB)

Subject of Tender :
Broadcasting the TV network of Hispan TV on Intelsat 21 (Latin America) for three years in accordance with
the technical specification and other terms and conditions mentioned in the tender documents.

Deadline and how to receive the tender documents:
From Saturday 11 July 2020 (1399/04/21) until Tuesday 14 July 2020 (1399/04/24) by 04:00 p.m with presentation
of introductory letter by company or its representative and the receipt of paying the documents fee.

Place of receiving the tender document:
Interested participants may refer to purchasing (KALA) Dept. ,4th Floor of IRIB Administration Complex ,Hotel
Esteghlal St. \Vali —Assr Ave,Tehran, Iran

The fee of the tender documents and how to deposit it:
Submission of payment receipt for the amount of 1,000,000 Rials to account 4101029171204273 with BIC No.IR
310100004101029171204273 IRAN Central Bank in the name of IRIB.

Type and amount of guarantee for participation to tender:
The amount of deposit for participant in tender is USD 31070 fixed or its equivalent in Rials 6214000000 which should
be in the form of Bank Guarantee.

Time and place of delivering Bidding Envelopes:

The sealed (A,B&C) packages/envelopes and the qualification evaluation packages/envelopes separately packed
, should be submitted no later than 09:00 a.m. on Saturday 15 of Aug 2020 (1399/05/25) and at the address
mentioned in 4th clause.

Time and place of opening Qualification Evaluation envelopes:
The date of opening the Qualification Evaluation envelopes on Saturday 15 of Aug 2020 (1399/05/25) at 10:00
a.m in the office of International Purchasing Dept.

Time and place of opening Envelopes:

The envelopes A of those eligible participants who meet the qualification criterion and approval of Technical and
Commercial committee will be opened on Sunday 16 Aug 2020 at 03:00 p.m (1399/05/26) in the office of Financial
Vice President .In case of complete content in the envelopes A the envelopes of B and C of eligible participants will
be opened at the same time and place.

The participant must be qualified by the competent authorities.

Fore more information please see :

www.iriboffice.ir/tenders and http://iets.mporg.ir/ Tel: 00982122167053

Purchasing (Kala) Dept.,IRIB
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Countless Bosnians lost lives as Western powers
failed to act fast: Sarajevo University professor

“It seems that both the UK and US were aware of what was going to happen

in Srebrenica at least

A: There is no denying that Western forces waited
far too long to intervene in Bosnia. They did not properly
understand—or perhaps want to understand—the fanatical
Serb nationalist mindset. The United States did not decide
to forcefully intervene in Bosnia until August 1995, and as
you note, it seems that both the UK and US were aware of
what was going to happen in Srebrenica at least 6 weeks in
advance. Even prior to the Srebrenica genocide, many West-
ern officials were willing to accept certain territory swaps to
appease Serb forces even if it meant displacing the Bosnian
Muslims who were already living there.

In 2019, the British National Archives released some
shocking documents dating back to July 1995 that showed
internal British military assessments actually blaming the
Bosnian Muslim forces for provoking the Srebrenica attack.
The Western powers were unable to forge a coherent strategy
until after atrocities and genocide had already been commit-
ted. U.S. President Bill Clinton actually did want to get more
directly involved in Bosnia as early as 1993, but ran into his
own domestic troubles and faced too much opposition from
the EU and eventually backed down.

A couple years already into the war, Washington was
finally interested in using NATO forces to bomb Serb military
targets, but the other European countries involved in the
larger mission still sought to keep it limited in scope to hu-
manitarian purposes. This disagreement over tactics wasted
valuable time and countless lives were lost as a result. On the
other hand, one must remember, it was the Europeans who
mostly had their own forces in the region and it was their
soldiers who would be targeted if clashes with Serb troops
broke out; the U.S. was in amuch better position to advocate
for a more forceful NATO military response without having
to potentially put their own assets at risk.

M Experts argue that one of the biggest failures of the
UN has been the Srebrenica massacre in 1995. Many of the
Muslim victims had fled to the UN-declared safe zone in
Srebrenica but they found out that the lightly armed Dutch
troops were unable to defend them. What do you think?

A: Yes, Srebrenica was most certainly the largest scale
and most well-known genocide during the war in Bosnia.
From what | have gathered in my own visits to the Srebrenica
Memorial and through my interactions with local Bosnians
who lived during the war, the general consensus seems to be
that Dutch troops were more interested in their own safety
rather than the safety of the local Bosnians who were being
targeted. It wasn't that the Dutch troops were incompetent
fighters; rather it was that they were unwilling. There was
also evidence of Islamophobia and other ills commonly found
in Europe these days against non-Christian populations that
played a role in limiting the willingness of the Dutch sol-
diers to take a more active role. In the end, many different

“Many have argued that

if it was not for Iran’s
assistance in providing
Nnecessary equipment and
training to local Bosnian
units at the beginning of
the war, the end result may
have been different.”

o

What should be learned from
Srebrenica is that even in
Europe the worst forms of
barbarism and Killing are
always possible.

things could have been done to limit the terror that would
eventually transpire, but nobody took the initiative to do so
until it was too late.

M What was Iran’s role in saving Bosnians’ lives from
the massacre?

A: Iran’srole in the Bosnian liberation struggle has been
largely ignored by Western media, but any Bosnian you
speak with who lived during that time is fully aware of the
help Iran provided during the war. Iran was one of the very
first countries to offer direct meaningful assistance to the
Bosnian Muslim cause. Many have argued that if it was not
for Iran’s assistance in providing necessary equipment and
training to local Bosnian units at the beginning of the war,
the end result may have been different. The UN weapons
embargo (UNSC Resolution 713) passed on September 25,
1991 was perhaps the biggest mistake of the entire conflict.
This resolution imposed an international arms embargo on
all Yugoslav territories which actually worked to the Serbs
benefit since they already were in possession of most of the
former Yugoslavia’s heavy military equipment.

As a result, Serb forces had a major advantage on the
battlefield. The Bosnian Muslim resistance fighters possessed
almost nothing beyond a limited amount simple assault rifles
and small arms when the war first broke out. Near the city of
Kakanj, about an hour and a half outside Sarajevo, thereisa
well-known memorial for an Iranian shahid who was martyred
by Croatian forces. This particular shahid was known for
demonstrating incredible bravery by helping provide critical
tactical training and support for the heavily outmatched
Bosnian resistance fighters. It is also known that during
the war, the Iranian people back home sold their gold and
other valuable possessions in order to help provide necessary

6 weeks in advance”

financial assistance to the Bosnian people.

M Western media try to show a sectarian face of Iran,
but the Bosniais where Iran - a predominantly Shia country
- was one of the first Muslim countries to provide support
for the Bosnian Muslims (Bosniaks, who are mainly Sunni
Muslim). What is your take on it?

A: | think the situation in Bosnia goes far beyond sec-
tarianism of any form; any civilized nation should have felt
a sense of moral obligation to help the oppressed Bosnian
Muslim side. While other countries were busy making sure
that other powerful Western actors and the UN approved
their efforts, Iran did not bother to waste their time with
such delays. As soon as the atrocities became apparent, Iran
acted decisively and provided the best help they could under
the difficult circumstances they also faced, recently coming
out of their own 8-year war in which an aggressive foreign
power sought to undermine their sovereignty. Bosnia and
Iran enjoy cordial relations today.

M There have been some hesitations on the real number
of victims. Although the announced number is 8,000, the
documents show up to 20,000. Why is there such a differ-
ence? And what is the real number?

A: There are a few explanations for this. First, many
bodies still have yet to even be found, and as time goes on
inevitably more remains will be uncovered. So, it is likely
that the numbers of victims, not only in Srebrenica but in
Bosnia more generally, will be much higher than the current
official numbers. Second, there have been scientific advances
in forensics and DNA testing over the years which has helped
up the process of identifying the remains of the deceased,
this also is a reason why numbers will probably go higher.
Third, Serb authorities have made great efforts to hide the
extent of the killings. Srebrenica genocide denial to varying
degrees is real even though it is completely obvious what
happened there. Certain well-known individuals such as
the recent Nobel Prize winning author Peter Handke and
even Noam Chomsky have made efforts to downplay what
happened in Srebrenica. Sadly, in the end, I do not think
anyone will ever know the actual number of people killed
during the Bosnian war.

M What should be learned from the Srebrenica massacre?

A: What should be learned from Srebrenica s that even in
Europe the worst forms of barbarism and killing are always
possible. Muslims living in the West must be aware that they
are seen as the enemy by many people living right next door
tothem. Itis hard to deny that if the Bosnian Muslims were
not Muslim, the global response would have been significantly
different. It is important for Muslims—Sunni and Shi’a—to
foster good relations and look out for each other. We have
enough enemies as it is; we do not need to create enemies
among ourselves.

“lran’s role in the Bosnian
liberation struggle has been
largely ignored by Western
media, but any Bosnian you
speak with who lived during
that time is fully aware

of the help Iran provided
during the war.”

UN arms embargo: Last chance for E3 to save Iran nuclear deal

Iranian government spokesman Ali Rabiei
has warned France, Germany, and the UK
against extending the UN arms embargo
on Iran, signaling that doing so could spell
the end of the Iran nuclear deal, officially
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).

“According to UN Security Council Reso-
lution 2231, the import or export of weapons
to the Islamic Republic is subject to obtain-
ing prior permission for a period of 5 years.
This restriction should automatically end
in October,” Rabiei told a news conference
on Tuesday.

He called on the E3 to stop the policy of
appeasing the U.S., which put the JCPOA
and international peace “in danger”.

Under the JCPOA, the UN must lift its
arms embargo on Iran five years after the
implementation of the nuclear deal. Despite
its withdrawal from the JCPOA, the U.S. is
pushing for the extension of the arms em-
bargo on Iran, which is scheduled to expire
on October 18.

The U.S. has also drafted a resolution
calling for the extension of the arms embargo
and has circulated it in the UNSC even as

some permanent members of the council
with veto power, like Russia and China,
have strongly opposed extending the arms
embargo. The council has yet to vote on the
U.S. resolution.

The U.S. officials have said that they would
resort to the highly controversial option of
triggering UN sanctions snapback if their
resolution is vetoed in the Security Council.

On the other hand, Iran has made it clear
that the extension of the UN arms embargo
would lead to the death of the JCPOA.

In a tweet on May 3, Secretary of Iran’s
Supreme National Security Council Ali Sham-
khani wrote: “#JCPOA will die forever by
circumventing 2231 Resolution & continuing
# Iran’s illegal weapons sanctions. Sanc-
tions’ virus is the U.S. tool for survival of
its declining hegemony. What will #EU do:
Save dignity & support multilateralism or
Accept humiliation & help unilateralism?”.

The European signatories to the Iran nu-
clear deal have been caught in the middle on
the UN arms embargo issue between Iran and
the U.S. At the official level, the Europeans
say they want to preserve the JCPOA, but
at the same time, they voice concerns over

what they call “major implications” of the
planned lifting of the arms embargo on Iran.

“The E3 remains committed to fully im-
plementing Resolution 2231 by which the
JCPOA was endorsed in 2015. However, we
believe that the planned lifting of the UN
conventional arms embargo established by
resolution 2231 next October would have
major implications for regional security and
stability,” the foreign ministers of France,
Germany, and the UK said in ajoint statement
on June 19, shortly after the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Board of Gov-
ernors adopted an anti-Iran resolution on
the same day.

The resolution, submitted by France, Ger-
many, and the United Kingdom, was adopted
by a vote of 25 to 2 with seven abstentions
and was dismissed by Iran as “irresponsible
and illegal.”

UK Chargé d’Affaires to the UN Jonathan
Allen echoed the same concern at the UN
Security Council meeting on non-prolifer-
ation on June 30, saying the planned lifting
of the arms embargo on Iran would have
implications for the region.

Delivering a speech at the Security Council

meeting, Allen claimed, “We believe that the
planned lifting of arms restrictions on Iran
in October would have major implications
for regional security and stability.”

The European parties to the Iran nuclear
deal want to preserve the JCPOA. They also
want to go along with the U.S. plan to extend
the UN arms embargo on Iran in October.
But Iran has made it crystal clear that the
Europeans can't have their cake and eat it too.

As Rabiei said, there is no middle ground
between adhering to the Security Council
Resolution 2231 and notadhering toit. It's
an either-or situation; you're either com-
mitted to it or not.

Therefore, now it’s up to the Europeans
to decide whether they want to save the Iran
nuclear deal, which has been on life sup-
port since U.S. President Donald Trump
walked out of it, or to join the U.S. in its
efforts to extend the UN arms embargo on
Iran. In light of Iran’s clear warnings about
the implications of the extension of the UN
arms embargo, it seems that October will
be the last chance for the E3 to save the
JCPOA by fully implementing the UNSC
resolution 2231.

Bosnia marks 25 years of Srebrenica genocide amid virus pandemic

Bosnian Muslims were marking 25 years since the Srebren-
icagenocide, the worst atrocity on European soil since the
end of the second world war, with the memorial ceremony
sharply reduced due to the coronavirus pandemic.

The event marks July 11, 1995, the day when Bosnian
Serb forces marched into Srebrenica, a Muslim enclave on
Serb territory in Bosnia and Herzegovina that had been
under the UN protection.

After capturing the ill-fated town, Serb forces killed
more than 8,000 Muslim men and boys in Srebrenica
in a few days. So far, the remains of nearly 6,900 vic-
tims have been found and identified from more than
80 mass graves.

Bosnia had been embroiled in an ethnic war pitting the
Serbs against Muslim Bosniaks and Croats between 1992
and 1995 that killed some 100,000 people.

M Pandemic impacts anniversary

Organizers on Saturday said the number of people at-

tending the anniversary - normally in the tens of thousands
- was lower than usual because of lockdown measures aimed
at stemming the spread of COVID-19.

Adaylong commemoration is under way at Srebrenica in
eastern Bosnia.

“Since this was a quarter-century anniversary, it was
initially planned that this should be a big memorial ser-
vice honoring the victims but everything had to be scaled
down because of the pandemic,” said Al Jazeera’s Tarik
Durmisevic, reporting from the burial site in Srebrenica.

“The most important effect, however, is the number
of victims who were supposed to be buried here. Some
families couldn’t be here as they don’t live in Bosnia any
more so they withdrew their consent for the burial. As a
result, only nine victims of the genocide will find their
eternal peace today.”

The Srebrenica massacre is the only episode of the Bosnian
conflict to be described as genocide by the international

community.

The European Union leaders called the anniversary “a
painful reminder” that Europe failed in its promise to avoid
such tragedy on the continent.

“We must confront the past with honesty and look to the
future with determination to support the next generations,”
said a statement by the EU.

German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas on Saturday
said Srebrenica stood for the atrocities and crimes against
humanity in the countries of the former Yugoslavia that
were committed in the 1990s.

“The killings had taken place at the end of the 20th
century in the middle of Europe, almost under the eyes of
the global public,” Maas said. “We must oppose nationalist
tendencies wherever we encounter them.”

‘All those images come back to me’: Srebrenica survi-
vor’s story (3:00)

(Source: al Jazeera)
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Arrears from crude export
blocked in S. Korean banks
Iran mulls lawsuits and legal actions

to unblock funds

Hcel

The Central Bank of Iran (CBI) has filed lawsuits in Europe
against financial companies that have withheld its money on the
basis of court ordersissued in the U.S.

Abdolnaser Hemmati, the head of the Central Bank of Iran, said
on May 27th the actions of banks in South Korea are preventing
Iran from using the money to buy foods and medicines, trade that
is exempt from U.S. sanctions.

Hemmati said Iran could launch legal action to gain access to
the funds without naming any specific bank. “It is appalling to see
the Korean banks have conveniently neglected their obligations,
common international financial agreements, and decided to play
politics and follow illegal and unilateral U.S. sanctions,” he said.
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B Chamber of commerce

Hossein Tanhaee, chairman of the Iran-South Korea Joint
Chamber of Commerce, was quoted by ILNA on Wednesday that
an agreement between the two countries will allow South Korea
to unblock part of Iran’s frozen money, pointing out that “the
Korean side is not going to return in cash but in form of medical
and pharmaceutical items.”

South Korea’s success in dealing with the early stages of Cov-
id-19 pandemic has been exemplary. Early speedy testing pads,
respirators, advisers, should be some of the items that can be
purchased from the Iranian frozen block of money. Medical equip-
ment, medicine, ICU beds, hospital worker suits, etc. remain in
diresupplyin Iran.

Tanhaee did not mention the amount of this transaction but
said “with the coordination of the Ministry of Health and the Cen-
tral Bank we will be able to return a large portion of the money.”

On June 12, Tanhaee said that “the amount of Iran’s blocked
assets in South Korea is between “$6.5 billion and $9 billion, where
South Korea was supposed to release $50 million, but they didn’t”.

Moreover, he added that “South Korea not only doesn'’t release
Iranian currencies, but the Korean Woori Bank is demanding Iran
to get paid for its maintenance, while Seoul is using and working
with Iranian currencies”.

M Foreign Ministry

Iran’s Foreign Ministry says South Korea is about $7 billionin
arrears from oil export revenue from the period before the Trump
administration re-imposed penalties on Iran’s crude sales. Arguing
that Seoul is buckling to pressure from its U.S ally and illegally
withholding funds that Iran needs to counter West Asia’s worst
coronavirus outbreak.

In May, the Iranian Foreign Ministry had said that preliminary
steps were taken to set up achannel toallow Iran to use its funds
in South Korea to buy humanitarian goods. Weeks later South
Korea’s Foreign Ministry said Seoul was sending $500,000 worth
of medicine to Iran.

Inameeting with the South Korean Ambassador to Tehran, Yu
Jang Hian last year before the pandemic, Hemmati complained
about the obstacles created by the South Korean banks in the
way of Tehran-Seoul trade relations, saying the source of Iranian
assets is clear. He added that the Korean banks should stop taking
advantage of its sources under the pretext of U.S. sanctions.

If South Korea continues to block the Iranian frozen funds then
itisaclear indication that Seoul is continuing to put U.S. interests
first, and with that South Korea is forfeiting its sovereignty and
its relations with other nations.

By doing so South Korea will sacrifice Iranian nation’s trust
in that country’s products and technology which was gained in
recent decades and in the long run Seoul will sacrifice its interests
in the Iranian market.

Srebrenica massacre: Failure
of the UN and the world’s

most powerful states

What is certainly true is that the international community, including
the UN and the world’s most powerful states, failed the people of
Bosnia and the inhabitants of Srebrenica specifically.

Much more could have been done to end the bloodshed of the
Bosnian conflict. And even in July 1995, the UN and the Dutch
peacekeeping battalion deployed in Srebrenica could have done
much more to protect the lives —
of the people in the Srebrenica
enclave. These failings are well
documented. The UN Secretary-
General accepted the UN's
failures. A Dutch government
resigned due to the fallout of
the Dutch battalion’s passivity
during the massacre. The legal
responsibility of the Netherlands
for the failures of the battalion
was also (partly) established by
the Dutch Supreme Court.

As for lessons to be learned
from Srebrenica, they are the
same as for every massatrocity: -
that human beings are capable i !
of doing terrible things to one another in the name of ideology,
ethnicity, or religion, and that such atrocities happen if we do not
have sufficient domestic and international systems of prevention in
place. While the Srebrenica genocide was the single worst crime in
Europe after World War I1, many of its highest ranking perpetrators
have thankfully been prosecuted and punished by the International
Tribunal. But international justice remains imperfect, insufficiently
resourced, and therefore necessarily selective.

Marko Milanovic is a Professor of Public International Law at
the University of Nottingham School of Law
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Abandoned craft of Sofreh-

bafi revived in Chaharmahal-
Bakhtiari

Sofreh (spread), which is made of wool, is used
to store flour, bread, and similar materials by rural and
nomadic people.

Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari has various unique traditions
and rituals relative to the ‘tribal’ lifestyles. Special forms
of music, dance, and clothing are noteworthy. It has con-
siderable potential to become a vibrant tourist attraction
because of its changing natural landscape.

The province is also a hub for making wool felt prod-
ucts, majorly of which exported abroad. It is home to some
500 crafters, in over 250 workshops, making handmade
felt products.

Hormozgan museums extend
closures due to COVID-19

TEHRAN — Museums in southern Hor-
d sk mozgan province will remain closed for at
Ieast one more week due to the coronavirus outbreak, CHTN
reported.

As the province is on the red risk zone based on the number
of COVID-19 infections and fatalities, museums lockdown
extended for at least one week, provincial tourism chief Reza
Borumand said on Saturday.

He also noted that the hotels are allowed to resume their
work following strict health protocols, however, reception
halls are closed until further notice.

The country closed cultural heritage museums and historical
sites across the country in a preventive measure amid fears
of coronavirus outbreak back in February, but as the corona-
virus lockdown was eased, they were reopened in early May.

Ancient relics of Iran:
Statuettes of little dogs
wearing a hatched collar

(Part: 2/2)

(Louvre museum) — The region of Bactria had a strong
tradition of decoration using animal figures. Wild animals
(birds of prey, monkeys, camels, and wild boars) and fantastic
beasts (dragons) were represented on arms, tools, vases, and
dress ornaments.

These two little dogs, barely four centimeters long, are
pierced vertically. It is possible that a thread was passed
through the hole to hang them on a necklace, for instance,
or - more probably - these elements were attached to a metal
stem and used as pinheads or the tops of decorative staffs. The
motif selected is, however, exceptional for this kind of object.

These pieces may be compared to a similar animal figure
made of copper and surmounted with a silver ring to be worn
as a pendant, which was found along with other ornaments
inatomb at Tepe Hissar, a site southeast of the Caspian Sea.
Like this piece, the dogs would therefore seem to be works
produced in the Outer Iran region of influence.

M A domestic animal

Dogs were domesticated very early and there are many
ancient representations of them. Figures of wild dogs animate
decorative friezes on vases from Susa dating from the 4th
millennium BC. On this site, however, were also found two
pendants - one in gold, the other in silver - dating from the
late 4th millennium BC and shaped like two small dogs that
are apparently domesticated. Indeed, around their neck they
wear a hatched collar, just like the two Bactrian figures. Dogs
as domestic animals also appear on Mesopotamian objects:
for instance, on a terra-cotta plaquette from the early 2nd
millennium BC or in the form of statuettes. On the other hand,
the trans-Elamite civilization - Bactria in particular - has left
few representations of this canine companion, preferring the
image of a more slender type of dog, either shown running
in hunting scenes or watching a flock.

The two silver figurines depict in all likelihood another
race of dog: smaller, squatter, with a flat, cylindrical muzzle,
and plump hindquarters. They have long, rolled up tails, used
bizarrely here as stands so that the hind feet do not rest on
the ground. The tiny animal from Tepe Hissar most probably
belongs to the same species.

HERITAGE & TOURISM ‘

JULY 12, 2020

Iran eyes to attract more
travelers from Turkey

TEHRAN — lIranian travel agencies
d e s plan to offer stimulus packages and hold
familiarization tours for Turkish agencies, tour operators,
journalists, and influencers in a bid to attract more travelers
from the neighboring country.

“Iran will be organizing familiarization tours for about
100 Turkish tourism agencies after the [complete] reopening
of joint borders and resuming [mutual] tourist relations,”
ISNA quoted Mehdi Rezaei, the secretary of the Turkey
consortium at the Association of Iranian Travel Agents, as
saying on Friday.

Regarding potential sightseers from Europe, Rezaei
noted, “Europeans, with sensitivities over the coronavirus,
are unlikely to travel to Iran for another two years, so that
[their shares] should be replaced by other countries.”

“Fam tours had been planned for Turkish [travel]
agencies and media for a period before the virus pandemic.
Unfortunately, at the outset of the outbreak, the tours were
postponed to another time when mutual travels are resumed.”

“Turkey was among the top ten countries with the most
arrivalsin Iran during the [Iranian calendar] year 1398 [Mar.
2019 —Mar. 2020], according to data compiled by the Ministry
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts,” he explained.

“We must go to the heart of Turkey and introduce our
country tothem. In Iran, there are places that Turks wish to
visit, such as the shrines in Neyshabour and Kashan. Many
Turks are familiar with Iranian literature and poets, and
Hafez’s poems are etched in the memory of many of them.
We must develop these capacities.”

He remained that the neighboring country is potentially
a noticeable travel market for Iran, saying “Contrary to
many who think that Turkey is not a good tourism market,
| emphasize that its capacity is high.... And we just need to
work harder. If the situation improves, we will probably
hold a fam tour by September, inviting 100 Turkish tour
operators and we will also hold bilateral meetings between
Turkish and Iranian agencies.”

The border closure with the Islamic Republic due to
spreading coronavirus particularly hit lranian arrivals
during Noruz holiday in late March, when the largest number
Iranians visit Turkey.

In 2019, Hormatollah Rafiei, head of the Association of
Iranian Travel Agencies, emphasized the need to attain a
balance in tourist flow rates between the two nations. “Iran
intends to reach a balance with Turkey in the movement of
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Foreign travelers take a selfie during the visits to the UNESCO-registered Imam Square in Isfahan, central Iran.

tourist flow,” Rafiei said in a meeting with Firuz Baglikaya,
the head of the Association of Travel Agencies of Turkey.

Deputy tourism minister Vali Teymouri said in May that
Iran’s tourism industry will get back on the right track sooner
than expected thanks to measures taken to tackle the spread
of coronavirus.

“I believe that tourism industry of the country will get back
on the right track far sooner than generally expected thanks
to the measures taken to deal with the spread of coronavirus
in tourist destinations, hotels, stopovers, and all the centers
which are affiliated with the Ministry of Cultural Heritage,

Tourism and Handicrafts,” Teymouri said in an exclusive
interview with the Tehran Times.

Referring to foreign arrivals, Teymouri said that
international tourism could be recovered soon because it
is mostly relying on potential travelers and pilgrims from
the neighboring countries.

The rapid spread of the novel coronavirus has plunged
the travel and tourism industry and economy in the global
scene over that past couple of months as passenger traffic
on airlines and hotel occupancy rates have fallen off a cliff
compared to the same periods previous years.

New properties in Isfahan inscribed on National Heritage list

TEHRAN —Atotal 0f 20
d e s aging structures and sites,
which are scattered across the central Isfahan
province, have recently been inscribed on
the National Heritage list, CHTN reported.

The Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts announced
the inscriptions on Saturday in a letter
to governor general of the province, the
report added.

Eleven mansions, two offices, two
bathhouses, two dovecotes, a cemetery, a
castle, and a mosque in different cities of
the province have been added to the list.

Soaked in a rich history and culture,
Isfahan was once a crossroads of international
trade and diplomacy in Iran. Now, itis one
of Iran’s top tourist destinations for good

with a population of nearly one million.

Isfahan is renowned not only for the
abundance of great historical bridges but
also for its ‘life-giving river’, the Zayandeh-
Rood, which has long bestowed the city an
original beauty and fertility. The cool blue
tiles of Isfahan’s Islamic buildings, and the
city’s majestic bridges, contrast perfectly with
the encircling hot, dry Iranian countryside.

The huge Imam Square, best known
as Naghsh-e Jahan Sq. (literary meaning
“Image of the World™), is one of the largest
in the world (500m by 160m), and a majestic
example of town planning. Builtin the early
17th century, the UNESCO-registered square
is punctuated with the most interesting sights
in Isfahan.

Modern Isfahan is now home to some

reasons. The ancient city is filled with many
architectural wonders such as unmatched
Islamic buildings, bazaars, museums, Persian
gardens, and tree-lined boulevards. It's a

city for walking, getting lost in its mazing
bazaars, dozing in beautiful gardens, and
meeting people.

The city has long been nicknamed as

Nesf-e-Jahan which is translated into “half
the world”; meaning seeing itis relevant to
see the whole world. In its heyday, it was
also one of the largest cities in the region

heavy industry, including steel factories and
anuclear facility on its outskirts, however,
its inner core wants to be preserved as a
priceless gem.

Potter makes miniature models of genuine elements of Iranian architecture

TEHRAN —An Iranian
d e s e
potter has crafted minia
ture models of the genuine elements which
are prevalentin the traditional Iranian ar-
chitecture during a project that exercises an
aesthetic approach rather than a technical
and engineering one.

Mohammad-Ali Sajjadi has carried out
this project, which deals with the buildings
in harmony with Iranian culture and climate,
IRNA reported on Saturday.

The project shifts the focus on the con-
struction of geometric order, decorations,
asymmetry, and skewness in the traditional
Iranian architecture and their relationship
between their functional aspects.

Domes, arches, and stairs are amongst
other prominent elements of Iranian archi-
tecture, clay models of which been produced
using a potter’s wheel, the report added.

Iran has inherited numerous architec-
tural traditions over the course of history.

The Elamite, Achaemenian, Hellenistic, and
other pre-Islamic and Islamic-era dynas-
ties have left striking stone testaments to
their greatness, such as Chogha Zanbil and
Persepolis—both of which were designated
UNESCO World Heritage sites in 1979.
Three monastic ensembles central to the
Armenian Christian faith, with an architec-
ture representing a confluence of Byzan-
tine, Persian, and Armenian cultures, were
collectively recognized as a World Heritage

site in 2008.

From the Islamic period the architectural
achievements of the Seljuq, I1-Khanid, and
Safavid dynasties are particularly notewor-
thy. During that time Iranian cities such
as Neyshabur, Isfahan, and Shiraz came
to be among the great cities of the Islamic
world, and their many mosques, madrasahs,
shrines, and palaces formed an architec-
tural tradition that was distinctly Iranian
within the larger Islamic milieu, according

to Encyclopedia Britannica.

The Persian tradition of dome-building
dates back to the earliest Mesopotamian
architecture when domes became an inte-
gral part of buildings due to the scarcity of
wood in many areas of the Iranian plateau.

Inancient Persia, domes were associated
with the divine side of life, as their circular
shape represented perfection, eternity, and
the heavens, according to Press TV.

Domes moved to the forefront of Persian
architecture during the Sasanian period (224
to 651 CE) and they evolved through different
eras until the Safavid dynasty (1501-1732)
when the last generation of Persian domes
was characterized by a distinctive bulbous
profile and astonishing tilework.

Iranian architecture makes use of abun-
dant symbolic geometry, using pure forms
such as the circle and square, and plans are
based on often symmetrical layouts featuring
rectangular courtyards and halls.

Ardakan’s handicrafts hold potential to become 1nternat10nal brand

TEHRAN — Handicrafts made in Arda-
d e s kan, a historical city in central Iran, have
the potential to become an international brand and reach the
global market, CHTN reported on Friday.

Supporting crafters of the city can be effective in creating
job opportunities as well as developing the city, said deputy
tourism minister Pouya Mahmoudian.

Ardakan lies on the margins of the central Iranian desertin
Yazd province. Historical suctions such as ganats (underground
aqueducts), windmills, badgirs (wind towers), caravanserais,
mosques, and mansions constitute parts of its attractions.

Iran exported $527 million worth of handicrafts during
the past calendar year 1398 (ended March 19).

Ofthe figure, some $273 million worth of handicrafts were
exported officially through customs, and $254 million was
earned via suitcase trade (allowed for customs-free and tax-
free transfer) through various provinces.

Back in May, Mahmoudian noted that due to the outbreak
of coronavirus, suitcase exports of handicrafts were com-
pletely stopped since the month of Esfand (the last month
of the year), and official exports of handicrafts experienced
asteep decline.

Talking on the significance of handicrafts in the country,
she noted, “Iran globally ranks first in terms of having the
topmost number of world cities [and villages] of handicrafts.”

“Some 295 fields of handicrafts are currently practiced across
Iran with more than two million people engaging, majority of
whom are women... Handicrafts also play an important role
inthe economy in our rural villages,” she said.

Iran’s handicrafts exports reached $289 million in the year
1397, showing three percent growth year on year, based on data
released by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts. Traditional ceramics, pottery vessels, handwoven
clothes as well as personal ornamentations with precious and

semi- precnousgemstoneswereexported to Iraq Afghanlstan
Germany, the U.S., the UK, and other countries.
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We stand in full solidarity with Iran during
pandemic: European Commissioner

CHNNNBI TEHRAN — Janez Le-

e S narcic, the European
Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and
Crisis Management, has said that the Com-
mission will stand in full solidarity with the
Iranian people and support ongoing efforts
for delivering equipment to help the country
in battle against the coronavirus.

“We stand in full solidarity with the Iranian
people at this difficult time. Our thoughts are
with all those affected by this pandemic and to
the first responders on the ground. Our support
will help ongoing efforts in Iran deliver urgent
life-saving protective medical gear and other
vital medical supplies to those most in need.
Global solidarity is essential in the fight against
coronavirus,” he noted, according to un.org.ir.

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, has
flown 55 tons of vital medical supplies to
Iran, thanks to the newly established Hu-
manitarian Air Bridge, an initiative by the
European Civil Protection and Humanitarian
Aid Operations (ECHO) and part of the EU’s
global “Team Europe” coronavirus response.

The consignment arrived on an Emirates
Boeing 777-200 flight from Frankfurt, Germa-
ny, to Imam Khomeini Airportin Tehran, on
July 9, containing life-saving medical items
procured by UNHCR. The supplies include
No95 masks, disposable face shields, and
portable ventilators that will support Iran
in its fight against the pandemic.

“The global supply chain was brought to
a near halt by the pandemic. This Human-
itarian Air Bridge flight arrives at a critical
juncture when needs in Iran remain high, and
more international support and solidarity
is required to bring in medical supplies to

@’

A consignment of vital UNHCR medical supplies leaves Frankfurt for Tehran, Iran, thanks to EU's Humanitarian Air Bridge.
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help those fighting the coronavirus,” said Ivo
Freijsen, the UNHCR Representative to Iran.

The EU Humanitarian Air Bridge was
set up in early May 2020 to help countries
respond to the challenges created by the
COVID-19 pandemic, affecting the flow of
humanitarian aid and workers.

B Iran needs more support to
maintain free primary health services

Iran ramped up its production of essen-
tial medical equipment, and independent

entrepreneurs — refugees included — have
redirected their efforts towards contributing
to the national COVID-19 response.

However, the coronavirus shows no sign
of abating and, with a socio-economic en-
vironment placed under additional strain,
Iran needs more support to be able to help
the increasing number of people affected by
the virus, including refugees.

There are close to one million refugees
in Iran and 1.5-2 million undocumented

Afghans who have access to free primary
health services and similarly free COVID-19
related testing, treatment, and hospitali-
zation, just like nationals.

In Iran, UNHCR is seeking $16.2 mil-
lion for its COVID-19 emergency, while
requires an additional $98.7 million to sup-
port Iran in maintaining and sustaining its
commendable inclusive refugee policies,
under the umbrella of the Solutions Strategy
for Afghan Refugees (SSAR).

Coronavirus halves road accident casualties in Iran

The highest number of traffic accident deaths in the
first two months of this year was related to Tehran with 163
people, Fars with 149 and Kerman with 148, and the lowest
was related to Ilam and Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari with 19 each
and Kohgiluyeh-Boyerahmad with 21, he stated.
According to the statistics of the Forensic Medicine Or-
ganization, provinces of Markazi with 41.8 percent, Ilam
with 35.7 percent, and Qom with 18.9 percent, experienced
the highest increase in traffic-related deaths in two months
this year in comparison to the same period last year, while
provinces of West Azarbaijan with 45.5 percent, Khorasan
Razavi with 44.9 percent, and Gilan with 44.8 percent, had

the highest reduction.

Also during this period, out of the total casualties of ac-
cidents, 1,274 people lost their lives on suburban roads,

568 people on urban roads, 118 people on rural roads, and
13 people on other roads, he concluded.

The number of daily COVID-19 mortalities in the coun-
try reached 188 and the total number of deaths reached
12,635, Health Ministry spokeswoman Sima Sadat Lari
said on Saturday.

Over the past 24 hours, 2,397 new cases of COVID-19
were identified in the country, of which 1,739 were hospi-
talized, she stated, adding, the total number of patients in
the country reached 255,117.

Currently, 3,338 patients with coronavirus are in critical
condition. While, 217,666 patients have recovered or been
discharged from hospitals.

So far, 1,047,114 tests have been performed to diagnose
COVID-19 in the country.

Rare spider-tailed horned viper sp

WL TEHRAN — Spi-
d e s der-tailed horned vi-

pers, unique species of viper endemic to
western Iran being pushed toward ex-
tinction through poaching, was spotted
in the western province of Kermanshah,
the provincial department of environment
chief has announced.

Experts in Kermanshah province re-
corded the image of the viper while mon-
itoring a protected area in Gilan-e Gharb
city, IRNA quoted Fereydoun Yavari as
saying on Saturday.

Being pushed toward extinction through
poaching, the spider-tailed horned viper
hasbeen discovered in 2006. The venomous
snake has a unique tail that has a bulb-like
end bordered by long drooping scales that

give it the appearance of a spider, which
is waved around and used to lure insec-
tivorous birds to within striking range.
There are no accurate statistics of spi-
der-tailed horned viper population, but it
is spotted in the province of Ilam, Kerman-
shah, and Lorestan. To date, there have
been no reports of spider-tailed horned
viper being discovered in other countries.
The Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES) has banned illegal trade of
spider-tailed horned viper in August 2019.
The 18th meeting of the Conference of
the Parties to the CITES CoP18 took place
in Geneva, Switzerland, from 17-28 August
2019, through which Iran’s proposal to
add rare spider-tailed horned viper on

o

the Convention’s Appendix IT have been
accepted.

Following the CITES mission designed
to protect endangered species againstille-
gal trade, and based on the international
demand for suchillegal trade, the CITES
office in Iran set out to send a proposal

ENGLISH IN USE

Precipitation forecast to reach
above normal in next 3 months

The country is predicted to receive above normal rainfall
over the next three months (February 20-May 21), head
of the climatological research institute affiliated to Iran’s
Meteorological Organization (IMO) has said.

The whole country will meet normal and above normal rainfalls,
the northern parts will receive above normal rainfall while
southern provinces will receive normal to lower-than-normal
rainfall, IRNA quoted Iman Babaeian as saying on Sunday.
This month, northern and eastern provinces will receive rain
above normal averages, while in the first month of spring
precipitation will be at normal amounts across the country,
he noted, adding, during the second month of spring rainfall

will reach its peak.

PREFIX/SUFFIX

“hemi-"

B Meaning: half

BFor example: Damage to the corresponding part
of the right hemisphere had no effect on speech.

Hear from

BMeaning: to receive news or information from

someone:

has any information.

B For example: Police want to hear from anyone who

otted in western Iran

to the Convention Secretariat to add spi-
der-tailed horned viper on the Convention’s
list and thus prevent its illegal trade in
early March.

Appendix | includes species threatened
with extinction; trade in specimens of these
species is permitted only in exception-
al circumstances. Appendix Il includes
species not necessarily threatened with
extinction, but in which trade must be
controlled in order to avoid utilization
incompatible with their survival.

So, any trade of the species is permitted
only with the CITES’s permission, and all
183 member parties are obliged to control
the ports and prevent the trade of this viper.

Spider-tailed horned viper was declared
endangered by the DOE in November 2018.
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PHRASAL VERB (IDIOM |

Build bridges

BExplanation: help opposing groups to cooperate and

understand each other better

M For example: Amediator is trying to build bridges be-

tween the local community and the owners of the new plant.

INTERNATIONAL DAILY

Wildlife traffickers target
lion, jaguar and leopard body
parts as tiger substitutes

Lion, jaguar and leopard body parts are being increasingly
sought as substitutes to tiger products by traffickers, a major
UN report has found, but demand for ivory and rhino horn
has shown signs of a sustained fall.

Wildlife trafficking continues to pose a major threat to nature,
global biodiversity and human health, the UN’s Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC) has warned, following an analysis of trends
in the multibillion dollar illegal wildlife trade.

Rising living standards in Asia have continued to drive demand
for illegal plants and wildlife products, with criminal groups
increasingly using social media platforms to sell illicit goods,
according to the second World Wildlife Crime Report, the most
comprehensive analysis of criminal trends available.

The report found that plummeting pangolin populations in
Asia has made west and central Africa the centre of the illicit
trade for the most trafficked animal on the planet. Its scales are
commonly used i traditional medicine in China and Vietnam. The
pangolin trade has increased tenfold between 2014 and 2018,
according to the market analysis, the Guardian reported.

The report found signs of a “sharp decline” in markets for ivory
and rhino horn, recording falls in the price paid to poachersin
Africa. Due to several large tusk and horn seizures in 2019, provi-
sional data indicates it will be a record year, reflecting increased
domestic restrictions on the trade in parts of African and Asia.

UNODC said poor sanitary and hygiene controls in illegal
markets meant wildlife trafficking posed a global risk to human
health, with zoonotic diseases representing up to three-quar-
ters of all new illnesses, including the Covid-19 outbreak.The
analysis of seizure data from 149 countries and territories
over the last two decades has unveiled the scale of diversity
of the global wildlife trafficking, describing trends in markets
for illicit rosewood, ivory, rhino horn, pangolin scales, live
reptiles, big cats and the European eel.

Angela Me, the head of research and trend analysis for the
UNODC, said high demand for wildlife and wildlife products in
Asia should not distract from the fact that the problem affects
all parts of the world.

“You have to remember that the biggest demand for everything
isin Asia because Asia is the most populous continent,” she said.
“What you have that is striking in Asia is increasingly people can
now buy things that they probably could not buy before.

“But we should not have this idea that it doesn’t touch all of
us. For more than half of the commodities, they start from an
illicit source because they are poached and then trafficked, but
ultimately they go into the licit market.

“For example, with reptile skins, they start in Malaysia and
are illegally poached, but then they go into the supply chain of
luxurious bags, shoes. Everyone in the world may be wearing
something that has been illegally supplied.”

Private markets on social media platforms and YouTube “how
to” video explainers for catching reptiles around the world are
encouraging people that live in range areas to opportunistically
collect the animals for secondary income.

The reptiles are increasingly sold into the pet market for
collectors via agents in Facebook groups, according to the
report. The trend has meant that live reptile seizures destined
for the pet trade have become far more common than seizures
of reptile skins for fashion.

Arise in seizures of tiger products, which commonly include
bones for tiger wine and tiger paste in China and Vietnam, has
meant that traffickers are increasingly sourcing parts from other
big cats, passing them off as tiger products in some cases.

The report found evidence of clouded leopard, snow leopard
and jaguar parts used in this way, although there was particular
concern about African lions, owing to a significant rise in the
South African breeding industry.

More than 12,000 tigers are estimated to be living in captive
facilities around the world, many with links to trafficking networks.
Ofthese, 6,057 are in China, vastly outnumbering the remaining
wild populations in India and south-east Asia.

The report also highlights the need for national govern-
ments to move beyond seizures as the primary method of
restricting wildlife crime, with increased emphasis on tackling
corruption and bribery.

WORDS IN THE NEWS

Lack of micronutrients
affecting millions

(March 24, 2004)
Up to a third of the world’s population don’t meet their physi-
cal and intellectual potential because of a lack of vitamins and
minerals according to a report published by UNICEF and the
Micronutrient Initiative. This report from Ania Lichtarowicz.
Ten years ago a lack of vitamins and minerals was only seen
as a relatively minor problem, but this new report claims that
vitamin and mineral deficiency is having a severe effect on two
billion people worldwide. Data from eighty countries shows the
huge impact that these micronutrients have - at leasta thou-
sand women die during childbirth every week because of severe
anaemia caused by a lack of iron, while iodine deficiency during
pregnancy is leading to twenty million babies a year being born
mentally impaired. But the authors of the report say that
these problems can be overcome very easily.
Food fortification that’s already widespread in the developed
world is cheap - it costs just a few cents per tonne to add iron to
flour - and supplements are also very inexpensive. Giving a
child enough vitamin A for a whole year costs only 5 cents, this
will not only prevent blindness but boost the immune system,
which the report estimates could prevent a million deaths each
year alone.
M words
alack of: not enough
deficiency: not enough
micronutrients: things like vitamins and minerals that are
needed in small amounts for good health
leading to: causing, resulting in
mentally impaired: a condition in which a part of a person’s
mind is damaged or is not working properly
overcome: solved, dealt with
food fortification: adding things to food to increase its nu-
tritional value
widespread: here, common, something that is done a lot
supplements: things like tablets that you eat in addition to
your food to maintain good health
inexpensive: not expensive
boost: improve, increase the efficiency of

(Source: BBC)



INTERNATIONAL DAILY

The fourth phase of Iraqg’s
“Heroes Operations” begins

The Iraq’s Joint Operations Command announced the be-
ginning of the fourth phase of Iraq’s Heroes (Abtal al-l1raq)
operations in Diyala province.

“Under the direction of the Prime Minister and Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, and the supervision
of the Joint Operations Command, dawn today the fourth
phase of “heroes operations” started, to pursue the remnants
of the terrorists and impose security and stability in Diyala
province,” Lieutenant General Abdul Amir Al-Shammari said.

“The operations included clearing and inspecting the border
strip with Iran and entering into special operations within
the areas that ISIL (Daesh) terrorist group has exploited
to exist and carry out their terrorist operations, which are
the areas separating the federal forces and the Peshmerga
forces,” He maintained.

Al-Shammari added that “the operations are targeting
at this phase a large area estimated at 17,685 km2,” noting
that “forces from (Land Forces Command, Diyala Opera-
tions Command, Salahuddin Operations Command, Samarra
Operations Command, Federal Police Forces Command,
Immediate Response Forces, Hashd al-Shaabi forces, two
brigades of the Special Forces, the eighth brigade of the
Border Forces, the counter-Terrorism center and the second
Special Operations Command, the counter-Terrorist Reg-
iment of Sulaimaniyah, and the Diyala Governorate Police
Command), and with the support of the Army Air Force,
Air Force, and International Alliance Aviation participated
in the operations.

Russia, China veto
Western-backed UNSC
resolution on Syria aid

Concerns have also grown over Western efforts, which
are made under the guise of humanitarian assistance, to support
Takfiri terrorist groups that have been suffering heavy defeats
against Syrian government forces.

Germany and Belgium said in a joint statement after the vote
that they remain committed to ensure what they called the “crit-
ical lifeline” to “millions of people in dire need of cross-border
assistance in Syria.”

China said the U.S. sanctions are to blame for Syria’s col-
lapsing economy.

“Humanitarian situation in Syria is dire largely because of
the U.S. unilateral sanctions,” the Chinese mission to the UN
tweeted. “The so-called humanitarian exemption brings no
difference. It is more urgent than ever for the U.S. to lift its
ruthless sanctions against the Syrian people.”

Five killed, 200 taken hostage
at South African church

Five people were killed and hostages were being held ata church
west of Johannesburg, South African police said Saturday.
Police said in a statement on Twitter that they were alerted
to a “hostage situation and shooting” in the early hours of the
morning at the International Pentecost Holiness Church in Zuur-
bekom, Reuters reported.
Thirty arrests were made and more than 25 firearms seized,
police said, adding hostage negotiators were still at the scene.
Police did not say why or how many hostages had been taken.
Television station eNCA said there had been a leadership
dispute at the church and cited a church official as saying roughly
200 people had been taken hostage.

Utah governor declares state
of emergency after protests
over police shooting

Nathan S. Morris, a lawyer for the family of Mr.
Palacios-Carbajal, said in a statement on Thursday that in
deciding not to press charges, Mr. Gill “took upon himself
the decision to exonerate the officers at the expense of a fair
judicial process, rather than permitting a jury of Bernardo’s
peers to decide the fate of the officers.”

Mr. Morris said by telephone on Friday that the family
would be filing a wrongful-death lawsuit.

“As a family, we will not stop in our pursuit of justice
for Bernardo through all means that are available to us,”
he said, reading from the statement, prepared on behalf
of the family.

Mayor Erin Mendenhall of Salt Lake City said on Thursday
that the district attorney’s report provided “significant ev-
idence of the justifiable actions” of the officers, but that it
was also likely to disappoint those who wanted the officers
to face charges.

Resistance News

IOF kidnaps several West
Bankers in dawn campaigns

TEHRAN — The Israeli occupation forces

e s k (IOF) at dawn Saturday raided several homes
and kidnaped a number of Palestinian citizens during campaigns
in different West Bank areas.

According to local sources, the IOF stormed Balata refugee camp
in Nablus and kidnaped two young men identified as Abd-Rabo
Hashash and Fathi Abu Rizq from their homes.

Another young man called Ibrahim Sameer, a resident of Askar
refugee camp, was kidnaped by the IOF at the Za’atara checkpoint
in southern Nablus.

In Jenin, two young men identified as Mohamed Bassam and
Adham Omar were taken prisoners after the IOF ransacked their
homes in Ya’bad town.

Another two unidentified young men were reportedly
kidnaped by the I0OF from the outskirts of Jibiya village in
northern Ramallah.

In al-Khalil, the 10F kidnaped two young men from the
Old City after they were physically assaulted by extremist
Jewish settlers. They were identified as Amjad Mahmoud
and Malek Haroun.
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UK accused of ‘empty talk’ as
Bahrain act|V|sts face death penalty

The British government has been accused
of “empty talk” over human rights as two
pro-democracy campaigners in Bahrain face
the death penalty.

The UK has provided security advice
to the island nation in the Persian Gulf for
five years and funds a body that examines
allegations of police mistreatment.

Mohammed Ramadhan and Husain
Moosa, leading figures in the pro-democracy
protests of 2011, were arrested in 2014 and
accused of killing a police officer. They say
their confessions were extracted by torture.

This Monday Bahrain’s court of cassa-
tion is widely expected to impose the death
penalty, exhausting their final appeal against
their convictions.

According to Guardian, James Cleverly, a
minister in the UK Foreign Office, has resisted
intensifying calls for the UK to withdraw
from its arrangement with Bahrain, telling
MPs on Thursday: “The Bahraini royal fam-
ily have demonstrated a desire to improve
their structures and transparency, and the
resilience of their governmental structures.
The oversight bodies we support are a part
of that. While they continue to express the
desire to improve their structures and head
inapositive direction, we will maintain our
support to enable them to do so.”

He said the UK would continue to oppose

the death penalty regardless of Bahrain’s
actions, and that disengagement would
not help the cause of human rights in the
kingdom. Cleverly also touted the UK'’s
close relationship with Bahrain as making
it possible for the British government to
hold “candid conversations” with the king,
including to express its opposition to the
use of the death penalty.

Harriet McCulloch, a deputy director

at the charity Reprieve, accused Cleverly
of “more empty talk about Britain’s ‘moral
responsibility’ to protect human rights in
Bahrain”.

She added: “Two Bahraini men are likely
to be sentenced to death on Monday, based on
false confessions, following a UK-supported
whitewash of their torture. Itis notenough
to have ‘candid conversations’ with Bahrain.”

The level of pressure on the Foreign Of-

fice over the fate of Ramadhan and Moosa
is unusually high, with ministers forced to
come to the Lords and Commons in succes-
sive days to explain what pressure they were
applying to save the men’s lives. Calls for a
reprieve came from all sides of the Commons,
including from two senior Conservatives:
Peter Bottomley, the father of the house,
and Tom Tugendhat, the chair of the foreign
affairs select committee.

Both prisoners claim they were tortured,
and Moosa alleges he was hung from the
ceiling for three days before confessing.

Stephen Doughty, a shadow Foreign Of-
fice minister, claimed confessions had been
obtained by torture and that the two Bahraini
security bodies that allegedly enabled the
torture — the Special Investigations Unit
(S1U) and the ombudsman for the Ministry
of Interior —were funded by the UK govern-
ment. He asked for positive evidence that
UK advice to the SIU and the ombudsman
had brought any practical benefit.

“Since 2012, the government have pro-
vided over £5m of technical assistance [to
Bahrain], yet the number of executions has
increased and human rights abuses have
increased,” Doughty said.

Cleverley said the two bodies were rel-
atively new and their abolition would be
entirely counter-productive.

Democrats blast Trump for commuting Roger
Stone: ‘The most corrupt president in history’

U.S. Democrats tore into President

Trump on Friday after he commuted the
prison sentence of longtime confidant Rog-
er Stone, who was set to be behind bars
for over three years starting next week.

The president’s decision marked the
finale of months-long “will he, won’t he”
speculation over if or how Trump would
intervene in Stone’s case, but opened up
another avenue of criticism for Democrats
who have been pounding on the White
House on an array of issues.

Stone was found guilty in 2019 of ob-
structing a congressional probe into Russian
election interference and witness tampering
and sentenced to more than three years
in prison. He has denied wrongdoing and
maintained that he is innocent.

“Donald Trump has abandoned the
rule of law and made a mockery of our
democracy. He truly is the most corrupt
president in history,” tweeted Sen. Eliz-
abeth Warren (D-Mass.).

Donald Trump has abandoned the rule of
lawand made amockery of our democracy. He
trulyisthe mostcorrupt president in history.

“President Trump has engaged in
countless acts that are both self-serving
and destructive to our democracy while in
office, but commuting the sentence of Roger
Stone, acrony who lied and obstructed our
investigation to protect Trump himself,
is among the most offensive to the rule
of law and principles of justice,” added
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.), the chairman
of the House Intelligence Committee.

U.S. sets record for new COVID cases
third day in a row at over 69,000

New cases of COVID-19 rose by over 69,000

across the United States on Friday, accord-
ing to a Reuters tally, setting arecord for
the third consecutive day as Walt Disney
Co stuck to its plans to reopen its flagship
theme park in hard-hit Florida.

A total of nine U.S. states - Alaska,
Georgia, Idaho, lowa, Louisiana, Montana,
Ohio, Utah and Wisconsin - also reached
records for single-day infections.

In Texas, another hot zone, Governor
Greg Abbott warned on Friday he may have
to impose new clampdowns if the state
cannot stem its record-setting caseloads
and hospitalizations through masks and
social distancing.

“If we don’t adopt this best practice it
could lead to a shutdown of business,” the

Republican governor told local KLBK-TV
in Lubbock, adding it was the last thing
he wanted.

California announced on Friday the
state will release up to 8,000 inmates early
from prisons to slow the spread of COV-
ID-19 inside the facilities. At San Quentin
State Prison, outside San Francisco, half
of the facility’s roughly 3,300 prisoners
have tested positive for the virus.

The Walt Disney Co (DIS.N) said the
theme parks in Orlando would open on
Saturday to a limited number of guests who
along with employees would be required
to wear masks and undergo temperature
checks. The park also cancelled parades,
firework displays and events that typically
draw crowds.

World reacts to Turkey reconverting Hagia Sophia into a mosque

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan declared Istanbul’s
iconic Hagia Sophia open to Muslim worship on Friday after
atop court ruled the building’s conversion to a museum by
modern Turkey’s founding statesman was illegal.

Erdogan made hisannouncement, just an hour after the
court ruling was revealed, despite international warnings
not to change the status of the nearly 1,500-year-old mon-
ument, revered by Christians and Muslims alike.

“The decision was taken to hand over the management of
the Ayasofya Mosque ... to the Religious Affairs Directorate
and open it for worship,” the decision signed by Erdogan said.

The UNESCO World Heritage Site in Istanbul, a
magnet for tourists worldwide, was first constructed as
a cathedral in the Christian Byzantine Empire but was
converted into a mosque after the Ottoman conquest of
Constantinople in 1453.

The court decision was followed quickly by Erdogan
saying that the UNESCO World Heritage Site in Istanbul
would be reopened for Muslim worship.

The Council of State, Turkey’s highest administrative
court, unanimously cancelled a 1934 cabinet decision
and said Hagia Sophia was registered as a mosque in its
property deeds.

The United States, Greece and church leaders were among
those to express concern about changing the status of the
huge sixth-century building, converted into a museum in
the early days of the modern secular Turkish state under
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk.

Below is a round-up of international reaction to Friday’s
decisions.

M Church leaders

The Russian Orthodox Church expressed dismay at Tur-
key’s decision to revoke the museum status of Hagia Sophia,
accusing it of ignoring voices of millions of Christians.

“The concern of millions of Christians has not been
heard,” Russian Orthodox Church spokesman Vladimir
Legoida said in comments carried by the Russian news
agency Interfax.

“Today'’s court ruling shows that all calls for the need for
extreme delicacy in this matter were ignored,” Legoida said.

The Russian Orthodox Church previously urged caution
over calls to alter the status of the historic former cathedral,
and Russian Patriarch Kirill said he was “deeply concerned”

about such a potentlal move and called it a “threat to the
whole of Christian civilization”.

Previously, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, the
spiritual head of some 300 million Orthodox Christians
worldwide and based in Istanbul, said converting it into
amosque would disappoint Christians and would “frac-
ture” East and West.

B UNESCO

UNESCO said its World Heritage Committee would
review Hagia Sophia’s status, saying it was “regrettable
that the Turkish decision was not the subject of dialog nor
notification beforehand”.

“UNESCO calls on the Turkish authorities to open a
dialog without delay in order to avoid a step back from the
universal value of this exceptional heritage whose preser-
vation will be reviewed by the World Heritage Committee
in its next session,” the United Nation’s cultural body said
in a statement.

M The European Union

The European Union’s foreign policy chief Josep Bor-
rell called the decision “regrettable”.

“The ruling by the Turkish Council of State to overturn
one of modern Turkey’s landmark decisions and President
Erdogan’s decision to place the monument under the man-
agement of the Religious Affairs Presidency is regrettable,”
he said in a statement.

Mcyprus

Cypriot Foreign Minister Nikos Christodoulides, a Greek
Cypriot, posted on his official Twitter account that Cyprus
“strongly condemns Turkey’s actions on Hagia Sophia in

its effort to distract domestic opinion and calls on Turkey
to respect its international obligations”.

M United States of America

“We are disappointed by the decision by the government
of Turkey to change the status of the Hagia Sophia,” Morgan
Ortagus, State Department spokesperson, said in a statement.

“We understand the Turkish Government remains com-
mitted to maintaining access to the Hagia Sophia for all
visitors, and look forward to hearing its plans for contin-
ued stewardship of the Hagia Sophia to ensure it remains
accessible without impediment for all.”

M Greece

Greece branded Turkey’s move an “open provocation
to the civilized world”.

“The nationalism displayed by Erdogan ... takes his coun-
try back six centuries,” Culture Minister Lina Mendoni said
in astatement.

Mendoni further said the court ruling “absolutely confirms
that there is no independent justice” in Turkey.

M Russia

Vladimir Dzhabarov, deputy head of the foreign affairs
committee in the Russian upper house of parliament, called
the action “a mistake”.

“Turning it into a mosque will not do anything for the
Muslim world. It does not bring nations together, but on
the contrary brings them into collision,” he said.

B Hamas

Palestinian group Hamas has welcomed the verdict al-
lowing the opening of Hagia Sophia as a mosque.

“Opening of Hagia Sophiato prayer is a proud moment
for all Muslims,” said Rafat Murra, head of international
press office of Hamas, in a written statement, quoted by
Turkey’s Anadolu Agency.

Murra stressed that the decision fell under Turkey’s
sovereignty rights.

M Northern Cyprus

Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), recog-
nized only by Turkey, is happy with the opening of Hagia
Sophia as a mosque.

“Hagia Sophia has been Turkish, amosque and aworld
heritage since 1453. The decision to use it as a mosque, at
the same time to be visited as a museum, is sound and it is
pleasing,” Prime Minister Ersin Tatar said.

UN warns nearly 10 million people
facing acute food shortages in Yemen

The United Nations has warned that al-

U.S. military tankers smuggle crude oil
from Syria’s Hasakah to western lraq

most 10 million Yemenis are facing acute
food shortages in the impoverished Arab
country, stressing that urgent action is
needed to avert a famine there.

Inastatement on Friday, the UN’s World
Food Program (WFP) said it in urgent
need of $737 million to end of the current
year to keep its humanitarian aid program
running in the war-ravaged country.

The UN has already said that Yemen
struggles with the world’s worst human-
itarian crisis.

“The humanitarian situation is de-
teriorating at an alarming rate, pushing

people to the edge,” said Elisabeth Byrs,
the WFP spokeswoman in a virtual briefing
in Geneva, Switzerland.

“We must act now. If we wait for fam-
ine to be declared, it will already be too
late as people will already be dying,” she
stressed, adding that the famine warning
signs were already present.

According to Press TV, Saudi Arabia
invaded Yemen in March 2015 to restore
power to its former regime and crush the
popular Houthi Ansarullah movement,
whose fighters have been of significant
help to the Yemeni army in defending the
country against the invaders.

As Washington is fiercely vying with
some of its regional allies to seize oil
reserves and plunder natural resources
in Syria, the US military has reportedly
dispatched dozens of tankers to the
war-battered country’s northeastern
province of Hasakah.

Local sources, requesting not to be
named, told Syria’s official news agen-
cy SANA that a convoy of 35 tankers
rumbled through al-Ya’rubiyah border
crossing on Friday evening, and headed
toward the Iraqi territory after being
filled with crude oil.

Separately, Syrians staged a rally

in al-Qusayr village, which lies in
the the Qamishli district of Hasakah
province, to protest against U.S. and
Turkish military deployment to
their area, in addition to new an-
ti-Syria economic sanctions which
entered into force on June 17 under
the so-called Caesar Act.

The protesters burnt US flags, and
demeaned the immediate withdrawal
of all foreign military troops and their
mercenaries from the entire Syrian
territory as the forces perpetrate var-
ious acts of aggression and loot the
country’s natural wealth.
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Sports activities halted
again in Tehran

TEHRAN — Because
d s K of the recent surge in
COVID-19 cases, Tehran authorities have
suspended all indoor athletic and activities.

Director General of Youth Affairs and
Sports Office in Tehran Province Reza Golmo-
hammadi has said all indoor sports activities
are suspended for one week.

“In accordance with health protocols,
all indoor sports activities are suspended
in Tehran for one week,” Golmoham-
madi said.

Tehran has more than 5,000 outdoor and
indoor gyms, swimming pools, and sports
facilities and Golmohammadi has said that
outdoor gyms and pools are allowed to work.

Health ministry spokeswoman Sima Sadat
Lari reported Saturday that 188 people had
died from the respiratory disease in the past
24 hours, raising the overall toll to 12,635.

Iran’s daily COVID-19 death toll has
topped 100 since around mid-June, with
a record single-day tally of 221 reported
on Thursday.

Authorities in Iran suspended all sports
competitions in early March 2020 due to
the coronavirus outbreak in the country.

In April, Iran’s President Hassan Rou-
hani described the country’s plan about
lifting coronavirus lockdown measures as
the outbreak was slowly brought under
control. The government planned to relax
the regulations in three phases.

The first started with sectors of the
economy considered to have a low risk of
infection. In the second phase, the employ-
ment restrictions were lifted in Tehran and

@ Mehr/ Majid Asgaripour

some other big cities. Finally, the third phase
included the opening of sports facilities,

-

festival venues, and religious sites.
Accordingly, in May 2020 sports clubs

opened in 132 cities by the order of Sports
Minister Masoud Soltanifar.

Serie A’s Parma in 1solat10n, but will play Sunday

Players at Serie A side Parma have gone into isolation after
astaff member tested positive for the coronavirus, the club
announced on Saturday.

However, they will continue to train properly and their
clash with Bologna on Sunday will go ahead as scheduled,
as all of their playing staff tested negative.

“Parma Calcio 1913 communicate that the latest set of
COVID-19 tests returned one positive result for amember
of non-playing staff,” a club statement read.

“This person was completely asymptomatic and has
been promptly isolated in accordance with the federal
and ministerial directives.

“The club also announce that all other members of the
aforementioned squad tested negative for COVID-19 and
have begun a period of isolation and training center, though

they will be able to continue their regular training activities
while being constantly monitored, in accordance to the
current protocol.”

All sporting activity in Italy came to a halt on March 10.
The country was the first in Europe to be seriously affected
by the coronavirus crisis.

Football returned to Italy on June 20, with Parma
in action away at Torino, and clubs have regular testing
and are closely monitored by authorities who attend
training sessions for any breaches of social distancing
regulations.

Parma have endured a difficult return to action. They
followed up an impressive 4-1 victory away at Genoa with
defeats in each of their last four matches.

(Source: ESPN)

Asian Beach Games in China postponed

due to COVID-19 pandemic
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Speed skating: World champion Van
Ruijven dies aged 27

The Olympic Council of Asia is consid-
ering new dates for this year’s Asian
Beach Games in Sanya, China, the OCA
said on Saturday, following China’s
decision to cancel all international
sports in the country following the
COVID-19 crisis.

The sixth edition of the Games was
scheduled from November 28-December
6 but China’s General Administration
of Sport said on Friday the only inter-
national sports events allowed in the
country this year would be trials for
the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing.

The OCA said it was in discussion
with the beach games organizers and
the Chinese Olympic Committee to re-

schedule the event. “The three parties
... are closely monitoring the situation
on a daily basis and working together
closely to adjust the dates, if required,”
the OCA said in a statement.

“Once a decision has been made,
OCA jointly with Chinese Olympic
Committee and the Sanya Asian Beach
Organising Committee will announce
the new dates regarding the sixth Asian
Beach Games.”

The Badminton World Federation
has also sought more information from
China before taking a call on the sea-
son-ending World Tour Finals scheduled
in Guangzhou from December 16-20.

(Source: Xinhua)

World champion Dutch speed skater Lara
van Ruijven has died aged 27 after bat-
tling with an autoimmune disorder, the
Royal Dutch Skating Federation (KNSB)
said on Friday.

The 27-year-old short track skater,
who won a bronze medal at the 2018
Olympics, was admitted to hospital in
Perpignan, France last month after falling
ill during a training camp.

She was placed in intensive care and
kept in an artificial coma but despite un-
dergoing surgery, her health continued
to deteriorate.

“What horrible news we've just re-
ceived. Her loss will be felt through the
whole sporting world,” said Dutch short

track coach Jeroen Otter.

“Itisan enormous blow for a close-knit
group. We've missed her over the last
two weeks but today’s news is so definite
and surreal.”

Van Ruijven won the 500 metres
title at the world championships in
Sofia last year, and an Olympic bronze
medal in the 3,000m relay at 2018
Pyeongchang Games.

“We feel the pain for her family and
the short track team,” said KNSB director
Herman de Haan. “This is hard to compre-
hend. On behalf of KNSB | want to wish
Lara’s friends and family strength with
dealing with this great loss.”

(Source: Reuters)

Former England World Cup winner Iack Charlton dies at 85

Jack Charlton, a soccer World Cup winner with England who
became the darling of Ireland after leading their national
team to unprecedented success as manager, has died aged 85.

A family statement said the former Leeds United defender,
who helped England beat West Germany in the 1966 World
Cup final at Wembley, died peacefully on Friday at his home
in Northumberland, northern England.

“We cannot express how proud we are of the extraor-
dinary life he led and the pleasure he brought to so many
people in different countries and from all walks of life,”
the statement read.

“He was a thoroughly honest, kind, funny and gen-
uine man who always had time for people. His loss will
leave a huge hole in all our lives but we are thankful for
a lifetime of happy memories.”

Charlton led Ireland to their first major finals at the
1988 European Championship and also took them to
the World Cup quarter-finals in 1990.

Irish Prime Minister Micheal Martin was among the

first to tweet his reaction.

“So saddened to hear of the passing of Jack Charlton
who brought such honesty and joy to the football world.
He personified a golden era in Irish football - the Italia 9o
campaign being one of pure joy for the nation. He gave us
magical memories. Thank you Jack,” he said.

Former Ireland defender Paul McGrath tweeted: “Ab-
solutely gutted. Father figure to me for 10 years, thanks for
having faith in me. Sleep well Jack. Love ya.”

The English FA said it was devastated by the news
thata member of their World Cup-winning team of 1966
had died, while the Ireland FA said Charlton changed
Irish football forever.

Several Premier League clubs also paid tribute.

Former England skipper Wayne Rooney tweeted his
condolences to the family, including Charlton’s younger
brother and Manchester United great Bobby.

“Sad news, legend. Condolences to @SirBobby and fam-
ily,” Rooney tweeted.

Former England striker Gary Lineker said on Twitter:
“Saddened to hear that Jack Charlton has passed away.
World Cup winner with England, manager of probably
the best ever Ireland side and a wonderfully infectious
personality to boot.”

(Source: Reuters)
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Ex-Esteghlal midfielder
Teymourian left in coma

TEHRAN — Serjik Teymourian, a for-
d e s mer Iranian football player, was placed
in a medically induced coma after being seriously injured
in a devastating car accident on Saturday 11 July 2020.

Teymourlan the older brother of ex-national team
player Andranik, previously played for Esteghlal in Iran
and the German side, Maintz 05 between 1998 to 2000
as a defensive midfielder.

He is in intensive care unit in Tehran.

Andranik has shared a post on his Instagram account,
saying his brother is in need of prayers.

Persepolis edge Machine
Sazi to move a step closer
to IPL title

TEHRAN — Persepolis football team

ERNS k defeated Machine Sazi 1-0 in Tabriz to
move another step closer to Iran Professional League (IPL)
title on Friday.

The Reds need six points to win IPL title for the fourth
timeinarow.

Mehdi Torabi scored the only goal of the match from
the penalty spot in the 85th minute after Ali Alipour was
brought down in the area.

Machine Sazi midfielder Shahin Saghebi was shown
his second yellow card in the 90th minute.

Also, Zob Ahan defeated rock-bottom Shahin Bushehr
5-1in Bushehr.

With six weeks remaining, Persepolis sit top of the table
with 56 points.

Sepahan and Shahr Khodro are 41 points with one game
in hands.

Tehran derby 33rd in world

Tehran deby between Iranian teams Esteghlal and Persepolis
has been ranked among the 50 biggest derbies in the world.
Popular football magazine FourFourTwo decided to rank
the world’s biggest derbies and see which came out on top.
Boca Juniors vs River Plate has come out on top as the
greatest, while the match between Barcelona and Real
Madrid is second.

Tehran derby sits 33rd in the list.

Derbies are often the highlight of every fan’s season
and some teams often define their success of a season
based on victory.

(Source: FourFourTwo)

Saman Ghoddos remains
in Amiens

Iran international winger Saman Ghoddos will remain
in French club Amiens.

The Swedish-born Iranian international joined the
French Ligue 1 Amiens from Ostersunds FK in August 2018.

Amiens paid €4 million to sign Ghoddos.

The French media had reported that he would leave the
team but courrier-picard has reported that the 26-year-old
player will remain in Amiens.

In August 2019, Ghoddos was suspended from all games
for four months by FIFA for failing to honor an agreement
to join Huesca.

(Source: courrier-picard)

Hamed Haddadi sidelined
for two weeks

Tasnim — Nanjing Monkey King center Hamed Haddadi
has been sidelined for two weeks due to a foot injury.

He suffered an ankle injury in the match against Shen-
zhenin CBA.

Haddadi scored 24 points for his team before being
injured.

Media reports suggest that he needs two weeks to make
afull recovery.

Veteran volleyball player
Mohammadi dies

Volleyball.ir — Former member of Iran volleyball team
Shaban Mohammadi died in Tehran on Friday.

Mohammadi passed away aged 84 at the Shohaday-e
Tajrish.

He was born in Tehran in 1936 and was among the
sport’s pioneers and inspired many young players training
in Tehran.

Mohammadi will be laid to rest in Tehran’s Behesht-e
Zahra Cemetery.

Islamic Republic of Iran VVolleyball Federation (IRIVF)
extends deepest sympathy to Mohammadi’s family, loved
ones, and friends over his demise.
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There is no price for your soul but heaven; so,
beware of selling it for anything else.

Imam Ali (AS)

- 1]
“Autumn of Age Fifty”

on Commander Soleimani’s
comrade published in Turkish

I3 Written by Fatemeh Behbudi, the Persian version was
released by Khate Mogaddam Publishing House in Tehran
during February.

Soleimani was earlier informed about the publisher’s plan to
release the book and due to his close friendship with Mohammad
Jamali, he had promised to
attend the unveiling ceremony
of the book.

However, the book was
released about forty days
after the assassination of
Commander Soleimani in a
U.S. air raid in Baghdad on
January 3.

Jamali joined Soleimani’s
forces in the Syrian war against
the ISIS terrorists in August
2013 and was martyred on

i November 2.
Frontcover of the Turkish trans- Feta Publishing has

lation of “Autumn of Age Fifty”. published dozens of books
about Iranian political personalities. Earlier in March, it
released “Haci Kasim Suleymani ve Harem Savunuculari”
(“Hajji Qassem Soleimani and Harem Defenders”).

Qorbani, Nizami join together
on “The Voices and Bridges”

_ TEHRAN — Vocalists Alireza Qorbani from Iran
e sk and Qaiser Nizami from Kashmir have teamed
up on the project “The Voices and Bridges” to record “Nazanin”.

The song features verses of poems from several Iranian
and Kashmiri poets.

“The Voices and Bridges” was initiated by the U.S.-based
Iranian composer Ehsan Matoori to foster collaboration between
Iranian musicians and top musicians from around the globe.

American cellist Mike Block, Iranian musicians Ali Montazeri,
Hesam Nasseri, Milad Mohammadi and Meisam Marvasti, and
several other musicians from across the world have contributed
to the piece, which will be released in the near future.

Earlier in July 2019, Matoori, Qorbani and the New York-
based Argentinean mezzo-soprano Solange Merdinian recoded
the single “El Suefio” at Sheed Records as part of the project.

Teahouse painter Habib
Naqqash dies at 88

TEHRAN — A pioneer of teahouse painting
d e s Habib Naqgash died of natural causes on
Friday morning at the age of 88.

He was one of the few pioneers of Iranian teahouse painting
who lived in Dezful, Khuzestan Province and had learned
painting from his father and grandfather.

The master had created over 40 paintings on different
topics such as the Iran-Irag 1980-1988 war.

His other paintings centered on Imam Hussein (AS), his
uprising against the Umayyad dynasty and the tragedy of
Ashura, during which the Imam and his companions were
martyred in Karbala.

He also created a collection of glass paintings in the form
of teahouse paintings besides a collection of miniature works.

The artist took his family name Naqgqash (painter) from
his grandfathers who all were painters.

Nagqgash was selected as an Eternal Figure of Dezful in
2013. He was also honored during a ceremony held in Dezful
last year.

The teahouse has had various functions in different eras
during its 400-year history in Iran. Teahouses used to be
places where people gathered to spend their leisure time
listening to a nagqal, an Iranian traditional storyteller who
narrates stories from Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. People talked
and exchanged views, and along with lutis, wise and generous
people, helped poor people.

Teahouse painters emerged in such an atmosphere. They listened
to the discussions and tales, using them as subjects for the paintings
they drew on the walls, tiles, stones and canvases. Sometimes,
teahouse owners commissioned the painters to draw the stories.

With their own unique perspective not used in other
styles, teahouse painters drew motifs entirely based on
their imagination. The themes of such paintings are epics,
traditions and religion.

Prayer Timesy Noon:13:10  Evening: 20:42

“Silence Tree” by Turkish director Faysal Soysal.

TEHRAN — “Silence Tree”, co-
d e sk productionbetween Iran and Turkey
will be competing in the 39th Istanbul Film Festival,
the organizers have announced

The movie directed by Turkish filmmaker Faysal Soysal
will be screened on July 21 in the national competition
of the event, which will commence on July 17.

Ali Nuri Oskui, director of the acclaimed Iranian
animated movie “Release from Heaven”, is the co-
producer of the movie.

The film is about Hayati, a writer whose talent as
well married life worsens. He is deeply obsessed with

Dawn: 4:15 (tomorrow)

JULY 12, 2020

Sunrise: 5:59 (tomorrow)

reviving a dried walnut tree at his father’s house. The
more he tries to dig into his father’s past and death,
the more confused and lost he gets. Finding out about
his wife’s affair is a terrible blow, but his seemingly
weak character does not allow him to react the way
he is expected to. While struggling to get rid of his
hellish life, he meets his best friend’s fiancée, who
looks so much like his own ex-girlfriend, inspiring
him to write again. Surprisingly, the walnut tree starts
budding, too. Just as hope flares up inside him, his
mother dies and his wife elopes with her lover. He
can no longer take it and leaves the town. A couple

ART&CULTURE

Istanbul festival to screen
Iranla_n -Tu rkishtilm “Silence Tree”

of days later, the police discover the burned body of
awoman. Hayati is arrested and accused of murder.
Though innocent, he pleads guilty.

“Silence Tree” was first named “Walnut Tree”, but
then itwas renamed due to an Iranian production of the
same title by Mohammad-Hossein Mahdavian. However,
the film has kept the original name in its Turkish title.

An all-Turkish cast stars in the movie, which has been
produced at the companies Balkon Film from Turkey
and Iran’s Farabi Cinema Foundation.

Eleven other films will be screened in the Istanbul Film
Festival, which will announce the winners on July 27.

Commanders to recount Khorramshahr
resistance against lraqi invaders in “Dust of War”

) 5 A
Battle of the soldiers in Kut Shelkh Village near Khorramshahr before

“Dear Madam President”
comes to lranian bookstores

Front cover of the Persian translation of “Dear Madam President” published

the liberation of the city.
_ TEHRAN — Three

e s k top commanders
WI|| recount the valor shown by
the people of Khorramshahr
throughout their 34-day resistance
against the Iraqgi invaders during
the 1980-1988 Iran-lraqg war in a
documentary under production at
the Documentary and Experimental
Film Center (DEFC).
Khorramshahr in the
southwestern Iranian province of
Khuzestan was captured by Iraqis
on October 26, 1980 during the early
months of the war and was liberated
on May 24, 1982.
Mohammad Abdizadeh is the

which will include interviews with
Captain Hushang Samadi, Colonel
Ali Qamari and Brigidair-General
Mahdavi who played major roles
in the Khorramshahr battle, before
the city was captured by the Iraqi
invaders.

“During the 34-day resistance
many great men were martyred and
the epic will present their resistance,
sacrifice and sympathy,” Abdizadeh
said in a press release published by
the DEFC.

“The research has been completed,
and shooting will begin in autumn
in Tehran and in the military zones
in Khorramshahr and Bushehr,” he

by Sattak Publications.

TEHRAN — “Dear

Madam President” by
Jennlfer Palmlerl Hillary Clinton’s former
communications director, has been published
in Persian by Sattak Publications in Tehran.

The book has been translated into
Persian by Fatemeh Rezapur.

“Framed as an empowering letter from
former Hillary Clinton Communications
Director Jennifer Palmieri to the first
woman president, and by extension, to
all women working to succeed in any
field, ‘Dear Madam President’ is filled
with forward-thinking, practical advice
for all women who are determined to seize
control of their lives-from boardroom to
living room,” Amazon says.

heads around what it should look like for
awoman to be in the job of a president.
Our only models are men. While wildly
disappointed by the outcome of the 2016
election, Palmieri argues that our feelings-
confusion, love, hate, acceptance-can now
open the country up to reimagining women
in leadership roles,” it adds.

“And that is what Palmieri takes on
in this book-redefining expectations
for women looking to lead and creating
a blueprint for women candidates and
leaders to follow. ‘Dear Madam President’
will turn the results of the 2016 election
into something incredibly empowering
for graduates, future female leaders and
independent thinkers everywhere,” it

director of the documentary, said.

“As acountry, we haven't wrapped our

concludes.

“The Rhinoceros SpongeBob” explores loneliness of young adults: director

_ TEHRAN — Sami Salehi-Sabet, the

e sk director and writer of “The Rhinoceros
SpongeBob”, says the play explores the loneliness of young
adults in the world of today.

He said that he decided to stage the play with young
adults since the troupe was established to concentrate on
daily needs, concerns and emotional trauma of young adults.

The play is based on the American animated comedy
TV series “SpongeBob SquarePants” and Eugéne lonesco’s
“Rhinoceros”, and will be performed onstage at the Tehran
Independent Theater today by Bachehaye Shahkar, a Tehran-
based troupe for children’s performances.

“Children shout their pains and sorrows in the games they
play in every corner of the city. The form of the performance
is like a game of young adults playing in the alleys, but
the difference of this play from the games is their type of
performances,” Salehi-Sabet said.

He added, “The young performers make the audience
feel trapped in their game. Any individual can hardly ignore
their game while passing by and will stand to watch their
game and it is right there the trap begins to work, a trap
which reminds of the share of responsibility of the adults
against the fates of the youth in the present and future.”

He said that the play is suitable for children above 10,
however, there is a good potential for children, young
adults and adults to communicate with the play through
their own attitudes.

Stage director Sami Salehi-Sabet in an undated p;loto.

Considering the current situation of the coronavirus
pandemic, he said, “We are an independent troupe which
must make its own money, and the young performers have
been able to keep this troupe working for 10 years, and these
days we take the risk and go for the performance.”

“This troupe is a good means to make the society hear
the voice of young adults that have been ignored. They are
among the minority groups of the society and under normal
conditions they were not happy. And now in these hard
coronavirus days, they have been ignored much more and

are less happy. | think these days are the best days to perform
the play,” he concluded.

The play tells the story of a group of youths and young
adults that team up to perform a play in the city.

Their play is acombination of “SpongeBob SquarePants”
and Eugéne lonesco’s “Rhinoceros”: in the underwater life,
all friends and relatives of SpongeBob choose to turn into
rhinoceroses for unclear reasons. SpongeBob can do nothing
to change their minds, while they begin mocking him. They
also taunt SpongeBob about why he doesn’t want to change
into a rhinoceros.

In lonesco’s “Rhinoceros”, the inhabitants of a small,
provincial French town turn into rhinoceroses. Ultimately, the
only human who does not succumb to this mass metamorphosis
is the central character, Bérenger, a flustered everyman figure
who isinitially criticized in the play for his drinking, tardiness
and slovenly lifestyle, and then, later, for his increasing
paranoia and obsession with the rhinoceroses.

The play is often read as a response and criticism to
the sudden upsurge of Fascism and Nazism during the
events preceding World War 11, and explores the themes
of conformity, culture, fascism, responsibility, logic, mass
movements, mob mentality, philosophy and morality.

Alireza Khodabakhsh, Mana Mokri, Sarina Bonyani and
Mehrdad Amani are some members of the cast.

“The Rhinoceros SpongeBob” is the fifth production of
the troupe.

Teahouse painter Habib Naqqash dies at 88

_ TEHRAN — A pioneer of

e s Kk teahouse painting Habib
Naqqash died of natural causes on Friday
morning at the age of 88.

He was one of the few pioneers of Iranian
teahouse painting who lived in Dezful,
Khuzestan Province and had learned painting
from his father and grandfather.

The master had created over 40 paintings
on different topics such as the Iran-Iraq
1980-1988 war.

His other paintings centered on Imam

Hussein (AS), his uprising against the
Umayyad dynasty and the tragedy of Ashura,
during which the Imam and his companions
were martyred in Karbala.

He also created a collection of glass
paintings in the form of teahouse
paintings besides a collection of
miniature works.

The artist took his family name Nagqgash
(painter) from his grandfathers who all were
painters.

Naggash was selected as an Eternal Figure

of Dezful in 2013. He was also honored during
aceremony held in Dezful last year.

The teahouse has had various functions
in different eras during its 400-year
history in Iran. Teahouses used to be
places where people gathered to spend
their leisure time listening to a naqqal, an
Iranian traditional storyteller who narrates
stories from Ferdowsi’'s Shahnameh.
People talked and exchanged views,
and along with lutis, wise and generous
people, helped poor people.

Teahouse painters emerged in such
an atmosphere. They listened to the
discussions and tales, using them as
subjects for the paintings they drew on
the walls, tiles, stones and canvases.
Sometimes, teahouse owners commissioned
the painters to draw the stories.

With their own unique perspective not
used in other styles, teahouse painters drew
motifs entirely based on their imagination.
The themes of such paintings are epics,
traditions and religion.
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